
U.S. Central Command Commander Gen. Lloyd Austin III, testifies on Capitol Hill in Washington. The Obama administration is preparing a major overhaul of its failed 
effort to train thousands of moderate Syrian rebels to fight the Islamic State group, shifting from preparing rebels for frontline combat to a plan to embed them with 
established Kurdish and Arab forces in northeastern Syria, U.S. officials said. The discussion of a new approach comes a day after Austin, told Congress that the $500 
million effort to train 5,000 moderate Syrian rebels in a year had yielded “four or five” new fighters after another 50 or so were captured, wounded or fled in their first 
encounter with extremist militants. (AP Photo/Pablo Martinez Monsivais) 
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US Preparing Shift in 
Approach in Syria 


ROBERT BURNS 
LOLITA C. BALDOR 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

Obama administration is 
preparing a major over¬ 
haul of its failed effort to 
train thousands of moder¬ 
ate Syrian rebels to fight 
the Islamic State group, 
shifting from preparing reb¬ 
els for frontline combat to a 
plan to embed them with 
established Kurdish and 
Arab forces in northeastern 
Syria, U.S. officials said. 
Instead of fighting the Is¬ 
lamic State in small units, 
the U.S.-trained rebels 
would be attached to 
larger existing Kurdish and 
Arab forces. They would 
be equipped with U.S. 
communications gear and 
trained to provide intelli¬ 
gence and to designate IS 
targets for airstrikes in co¬ 
ordination with U.S. troops 
outside of Syria, the officials 
said. 

The change amounts to 
an acknowledgement that 
the administration's current 
approach is not working. It 
was described by officials 
who spoke on condition of 
anonymity because a final 
decision on how to pro¬ 
ceed has not been made. 
The discussion of a new 


approach comes a day 
after the head of U.S. Cen¬ 
tral Command, Gen. Lloyd 
Austin, told Congress that 
the $500 million effort to 
train 5,000 moderate Syrian 
rebels in a year had yielded 
“four or five” new fighters 
after another 50 or so were 
captured, wounded or fled 
in their first encounter with 
extremist militants. 

The new approach is de¬ 
signed to intensify military 
pressure on Raqqa, the 
self-declared capifal of the 
so-called caliphate the Is¬ 
lamic State has established 
across much of Syria and 
Iraq. The city is sometimes 
targeted by American- 
led coalition airstrikes, and 
Syrian government forces 
have occasionally target¬ 
ed it as well. 

In addition to changing the 
role of the U.S.-trained reb¬ 
els, the Pentagon would 
scale back their numbers 
from the original target of 
5,400 per year to a much 
smaller total, perhaps 500, 
the officials said. Their vet¬ 
ting, designed to weed 
out terrorist infiltrators, also 
would be streamlined, one 
official said Thursday. 
Pentagon press secretary 
Peter Cook told reporters 
Thursday that officials are 
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Senate Armed Services Committee Chairman Sen. John McCain, R-Ariz„ R-Ariz., questions US 
Central Command Commander Gen. Lloyd Austin III, on Capitol Hill in Washington, Wednesday, 
Sept. 16, 2015, during the committee's hearing on US military operations to counter the Islamic 
State in Iraq. 

(AP Photo/Pablo Martinez Monsivais) 


looking to make “adjust¬ 
ments," adding, “We're 
asking a host of questions 
about this program.” He 
said the plan is for it to 
continue “in some form or 
fashion.” He was not more 
specific. 

Austin, who leads the anti- 
Islamic State campaign, 
told a Senate committee 
Wednesday that only four 
or five U.S.-trained rebels 
are currently operating in¬ 
side Syria. That compares 
to the administration’s orig¬ 
inal goal to train and equip 
5,000 fighters by the end of 
this year. 

Austin’s disclosure trig¬ 
gered an avalanche of 
caustic comments. Repub¬ 
lican Sen. Kelly Ayotte, a 
New Hampshire Republi¬ 
can, called it “a joke." Re- 
publicanSen. John McCain 
said it was further proof 
that the administration’s 
counter-IS strategy is an 
“abject failure.” 


In light of Austin's admis¬ 
sion, Cook was asked 
Thursday whether Defense 
Secretary Ash Carter was 
considering firing the four- 
star Army general. Cook 
said Carter has “full confi¬ 
dence” in Austin. 

At Wednesday’s hearing, 
Austin and the Pentagon's 
policy chief, Christine Wor- 
muth, made oblique refer¬ 
ences to altering the train- 
and-equip program, which 
Congress authorized last 
December with $500 million 
in funding. 

Saying the program “has 
gotten off to a slow start,” 
Austin said he was consid¬ 
ering “the best means to 
employ these forces as we 
go forward,” taking into ac¬ 
count lessons learned from 
having sent an initial group 
of 54 U.S.-trained rebels 
into Syria in late July only 
to have them immediately 
attacked by al-Nusra, a 
Syrian al-Qaida affiliate.^ 
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Officers stress dangers involved in search for Bowe Bergdahl 



Col. Daniel J.W. King, right, U.S. Army Forces Command Director of Public Affairs, speaks to 
members of the media after a preliminary hearing to determine if Sgt. Bergdahl should face a 
court-martial, Thursday, Sept. 17, 2015, at Fort Sam Houston in San Antonio. Bergdahl, who left 
his post in Afghanistan and was held by the Taliban for five years, is charged with desertion and 
misbehavior before the enemy. (AP Photo/Darren Abate) 


JUAN A. LOZANO 
Associated Press 
SAN ANTONIO (AP) — The 

commanders of Sgt. Bowe 
Bergdahl’s platoon, com¬ 
pany and battalion testi¬ 
fied Thursday that his disap¬ 
pearance from his post in 
Afghanistan six years ago 
put a strain on their forces 
and put his fellow soldiers 
in danger. 

Attorneys for Bergdahl, 
who is charged with deser¬ 
tion and misbehavior be¬ 
fore the enemy, will get to 
present their own evidence 
and call witnesses on Fri¬ 
day on the second day of 
the hearing to determine 
if Bergdahl should face a 
court-martial. His lead at¬ 
torney, Eugene Fidell, said 
after Thursday’s proceed¬ 
ings that he would call 
four witnesses, though he 
declined to say if Bergdahl 
would be one of them. 
Military prosecutors fo¬ 
cused on trying to sub¬ 
stantiate the misbehavior 
charge, which carries a 
possible life sentence and 


which would require them 
to prove that Bergdahl’s 
actions put other soldiers 
in harm's way. Capt. John 
Billings, who led Bergdahl’s 
platoon, described the 45- 
day search for the Idaho 
native as grueling, saying 


soldiers got little food or 
sleep and endured tem¬ 
peratures in the high-90s. 
“Physically, mentally I was 
defeated,” Billings said, 
adding that he felt like he 
had “failed” his men. 

His company command¬ 


er, Maj. Silvino Silvino, said 
some of the thousands 
of soldiers who took part 
in the search were angry 
about it because they felt 
Bergdahl had deserted. 

“I would tell them we are 
doing what we are doing 


because he is our brother," 
Silvino testified. 

Finally, Bergdahl's bat¬ 
talion commander, Col. 
Clinton Baker, said that al¬ 
though no soldiers died as 
part of the search, there 
was a spike in improvised 
explosive device attacks 
because soldiers were go¬ 
ing to places they ordinar¬ 
ily wouldn't have gone. 
He also said he had to put 
counter-insurgency efforts 
on hold due to the search 
and that it hurt partnerships 
with the Afghan govern¬ 
ment and Afghan forces. 
Bergdahl spent five years 
as a Taliban captive un¬ 
til he was exchanged last 
year for five Taliban com¬ 
manders who were being 
held at the U.S. detention 
center at Guantanamo 
Bay, Cuba. The prisoner 
swap was sharply criticized 
by many Republicans and 
some Democrats, who said 
it was politically motivat¬ 
ed and counter to theU.S. 
policy against negotiating 
with terrorists. □ 


3 Air marshals from Chicago implicated in prostitute scandal 


ALICIA A. CALDWELL 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Two 

federal air marshals have 
been suspended and a 
third has resigned amid al¬ 
legations they hired pros¬ 
titutes overseas and re¬ 
corded at least one sexual 
encounter with a govern¬ 
ment-issued device. 

The investigation of the 
three, who are from the 
Chicago field office, is ex¬ 
pected to be the subject 
of a congressional hearing 
Thursday before the House 


Oversight and Government 
Reform Committee. 

A spokeswoman for the 
panel, M.J. Henshaw, said 
Federal Air Marshal Service 
Director Roderick Allison 
told the committee about 
the allegations within the 
last week. 

Allison is scheduled to tes¬ 
tify about the case before 
the committee. Rep. Jason 
Chaffetz. He did not men¬ 
tion the case in written testi¬ 
mony sent to the panel. 
Rep. Elijah Cummings said 
Wednesday he remained 


concerned about the un¬ 
derlying charges. 

"If these allegations are 
accurate, they are obvi¬ 
ously inappropriate for any¬ 
one, let alone air marshals 
charged with securing our 
skies,” Cummings said. 

A spokesman for the Trans¬ 
portation Security Admin¬ 
istration, which oversees 
the Federal Air Marshal 
Service at the Homeland 
Security Department, said 
TSA will hold its employees 
accountable if allegations 
of criminal behavior or mis¬ 


conduct are substantiated. 
“Even though constrained 
from commenting on an 
active investigation, we 
can confirm that two of the 
employees involved have 
been placed on an indefi¬ 
nite suspension without pay, 
and the third employee has 
resigned from the agency,” 
TSA spokesman Bruce An¬ 
derson said. 

Lawmakers have focused 
their attention on question¬ 
able behavior by federal 
law enforcement officials 
since a 2012 prostitution 


scandal involving the Se¬ 
cret Service. The former 
head of the Drug Enforce¬ 
ment Administration also 
came under fire earlier this 
year amid allegations that 
drug agents attended sex 
parties with prostitutes while 
stationed overseas. 

Former Attorney General 
Eric Holder advised Justice 
Department staff in April 
that it was against depart¬ 
ment policy to hire prosti¬ 
tutes, regardless of whether 
the practice was legal in a 
particular jurisdiction.^ 
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Clinton to Republicans: Federal shutdown would hurt economy 



Democratic presidential candidate Hillary Rodham Clinton talks with customers during a 
campaign stop at the Union Diner, Thursday, Sept. 17, 2015, in Laconia, N.H. (AP Photo/Jim Cole) 


KEN THOMAS 
LISA LERER 
Associated Press 
LACONIA, New Hampshire 
(AP) — Democratic presi¬ 
dential candidate Hillary 
Rodham Clinton warned 
congressional Republi¬ 
cans on Thursday that they 
would endanger the econ¬ 
omy if they shut down the 
federal government in an 
effort to block funding for a 
non-profit women's health 
organization that provides 
abortions. 


Less than a day after the 
Republican field gathered 
for their second debate, 
the Democratic front¬ 
runner seized on promises 
by some of her would-be 
rivals to defund Planned 
Parenthood — even if the 
move results in a politically 
treacherous government 
shutdown. 

“I would hope that the 
Republicans, and particu¬ 
larly the Republicans in 
the House led by Speaker 
Boehner, would not put our 


country and our economy 
in peril pursuing some kind 
of emotionally, politically 
charged partisan attack,” 
she said in an interview 
Thursday with CNN. “That 
would be a very, very un¬ 
fortunate decision.” 

Clinton kicked off a three- 
day swing through New 
Hampshire as polls show her 
once-commanding lead 
over Vermont Sen. Bernie 
Sanders in the state’s 2016 
primary has evaporated. 
In a touch of symbolism. 


Fiorina hopes debate bump brings dollars, votes 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 2016 
presidential candidate 
Carly Fiorina sought Thurs¬ 
day to turn accolades for 
her standout performance 
in a Republican debate 
into support from voters 
and donors. Her quest will 
determine whether her 
breakthrough moment is 
a turning point in the party 
primary or simply a foot¬ 
note. 

After a few hours of sleep, 
Fiorina blitzed through six 
morning-show interviews, 
an on-air victory lap of 
sorts. In early voting states, 
her small staff fielded calls 
from local officials eager to 
pledge their support. 

“After last night. I’m with 
Carly Fiorina,” said Bryan 
Gould, a New Hampshire 
lawyer who was among 
those reaching out to Fiori¬ 
na's team. Gould had also 
been considering Sens. 


Marco Rubio of Florida 
and Ted Cruz of Texas, or 
retired neurosurgeon Ben 
Carson. But he said Fiorina 
displayed the maturity he's 
been looking for in a can¬ 
didate. 

Even before Thursday’s de¬ 
bate, Fiorina had quietly 
garnered positive reviews 
from voters in the early 
voting states Iowa, New 
Hampshire and South Car¬ 
olina. She's been among 
the most aggressive Re¬ 
publican candidate in tak¬ 
ing on Democratic front¬ 
runner Hillary Rodham 
Clinton, arguing that if the 
Republican Party nomi¬ 
nates a woman, it would 
block Clinton from being 
able to turn her campaign 
into a history making quest 
to become the first female 
president. 

Still, she's struggled to 
translate praise into sup¬ 


port in national polls. Just 
as concerning for Fiorina 
has been her lackluster 
fundraising. Her super po¬ 
litical action committee 
raised about $3.5 million 
in the first half of the year, 
while her campaign raised 
about half that. 

Fiorina’s Iowa chairman 
Christopher Rants spent 
the day trying to make sure 
the candidate's upcom¬ 
ing events in the state had 
space for bigger crowds. 
“We wanted to hold 150 
people, better make sure it 
holds 200 — maybe more,” 
he said. 

For Fiorina, this burst of at¬ 
tention will spur fresh scru¬ 
tiny of her business record 
while she ran the technol¬ 
ogy company Hewlett- 
Packard — and a deeper 
examination of her cur¬ 
rent statements and policy 
positions.Q 


Clinton was joined by Ver¬ 
mont Gov. Peter Shumlin, a 
Democrat who endorsed 
her over Sanders. 

Clinton’s campaign said 
New Hampshire Gov. Mag¬ 
gie Hassan would endorse 
Clinton on Friday at an 
event at the University of 
New Hampshire. 

Clinton said in a statement 
earlier that by pledging 
during Wednesday's Re¬ 
publican debate to de¬ 
fund Planned Parenthood, 
the Republican presiden¬ 
tial field had continued 
what she called a “race 
to the bottom” on issues of 
women’s health and rights. 
She said Republicans at 
the three-hour forum ig¬ 
nored domestic issues like 
college debt, equal pay 
and stagnant wages in fa¬ 
vor of partisan rhetoric. 
“This is just the usual back- 


and-forth political attacks, 
the kind of things you say 
when you are on a debate 
stage and don’t have 
much else to say,” she said 
on CNN. “This is just the silly 
season.” 

Republican leaders are try¬ 
ing to avoid a politically 
damaging government 
shutdown as some conser¬ 
vative lawmakers demand 
to block federal spending 
on Planned Parenthood. 
The showdown over a 
stopgap bill needed to 
keep the government 
open comes after the sum¬ 
mer's release of videos se¬ 
cretly recorded by abor¬ 
tion foes who say Planned 
Parenthood illegally prof¬ 
ited from selling tissue from 
aborted fetuses to medical 
researchers. Planned Par¬ 
enthood officials deny the 
allegations.Q 
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5 arraigned in hazing death of New York City college student 



Andy Meng, national chapter president for Pi Delta Psi fraternity 
leaves court, Thursday, Sept. 17, 2015 in Pocono Summit, Pa. 

The first five of 37 suspects in the death of a New York City 
freshman fraternity pledge during an initiation ritual appeared 
Thursday in a Pennsylvania courtroom to face charges. 

(Keith R. Stevenson/Pocono Record via AP) 


MICHAEL RUBINKAM 
Associated Press 
POCONO PINES, Pennsyl¬ 


vania (AP) — The first five of 
37 suspects in the death of 
a New York City freshman 


fraternity pledge during an 
initiation ritual appeared 
Thursday in a Pennsylvania 
courtroom to face charg¬ 
es. 

Fraternity members at Ba¬ 
ruch College physically 
abused Chun “Michael” 
Deng during a December 
2013 initiation ritual in the 
Pocono Mountains, about 
100 miles (160 kilometers) 
west of New York, then 
tried to cover it up, police 
said. 

Police say fraternity mem¬ 
bers blindfolded the 
19-year-old Deng, forced 
him to wear a heavy back¬ 
pack and then repeatedly 
tackled him during a haz¬ 
ing ritual known as glass 
ceiling. Deng fell uncon¬ 
scious and was carried in¬ 
side the house while frater¬ 
nity members changed his 
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clothes and did an Internet 
search of his symptoms, 
waiting an hour before 
taking him to the hospital, 
according to court docu¬ 
ments. He died a day later. 
Five men, include the for¬ 
mer national president of 
the Pi Delta Psi fraternity, 
were arraigned on three 
felony counts related to 
what police say was an ef¬ 
fort to conceal the crime, 
as well as one misdemean¬ 
or charge of hazing. A 
magistrate released them 
on $50,000 unsecured bail 
and set a preliminary hear¬ 
ing date of Oct. 16. 

None of the young men 
had anything to say to re¬ 
porters, and only one of 
their lawyers offered com¬ 
ment. 

“Certainly, this is a tragedy. 
Everybody understands 


that,” said Todd Green¬ 
berg, attorney for Andy 
Meng, the former fraternity 
president. “Our deepest 
sympathy, and the Meng 
family’s deepest sympathy, 
to the family of Mr. Deng.” 
Greenberg said Meng will 
plead not guilty. 

Deng was the last of sev¬ 
eral pledges to be hazed 
that weekend. Police have 
said he was treated more 
harshly than the other 
pledges, though they have 
not said why he was forced 
to suffer extra abuse. 

A forensic pathologist de¬ 
termined Deng suffered 
repeated trauma to the 
head, torso and thighs. 

Pi Delta Psi, an Asian-Amer- 
ican cultural fraternity, was 
founded more than 20 
years ago at Binghamton 
University in New York.Q 


‘Big Tony’ sentenced to life 
in prison over 2001 mob hit 


CURT ANDERSON 
AP Legal Affairs Writer 
FORT LAUDERDALE, Flori¬ 
da (AP) — Anthony "Big 
Tony” Moscatiello was sen¬ 
tenced Thursday to life in 
prison without parole for 
the mob-connected 2001 
slaying of a prominent 
South Florida businessman 
during a battle over con¬ 
trol of a fleet of gambling 
ships. 

Broward County Circuit 
Judge Ilona Holmes im¬ 
posed the sentence after 
a jury rejected the death 
sentence sought by prose¬ 
cutors following more than 
three hours of delibera¬ 
tion. Holmes said she had 
little choice but to follow 
the jury's advice. 
Moscatiello, 76, showed 
no reaction when the jury’s 
decision was announced. 
He was convicted in July 
of murder and murder 
conspiracy in the fatal 


shooting of Konstantinos 
“Gus” Boulis during a dis¬ 
pute over lucrative gam¬ 
bling ships. Trial evidence 
showed Boulis was shot by 
a hit man hired by Mosca¬ 
tiello, a reputed member 
of New York’s Gambino 
crime family once head¬ 
ed by "Teflon Don” John 
Gotti. 

Just before he was sen¬ 
tenced, however, Mosca¬ 
tiello made a short state¬ 
ment to Holmes denying 
any role in the killing and 
contending that the hit 
man identified by pros¬ 
ecutors is not the actual 
killer. Moscatiello turned in 
the courtroom to address 
Boulis nephew Spiro Naos. 
“I truly am sorry about 
what happened to Gus, 
but I assure you I had noth¬ 
ing to do with it,” he said. 
Naos said in a statement 
that the verdict and sen¬ 
tence was “fair and just.”□ 
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America’s homebuilding slows in August after hot streak 



A builder works on the site of the Landmark community, a group 
of condos and townhouses built by Lennar Homes, in Doral, Fla. 
The Commerce Department reported on U.S. home construction 
in August on Thursday, Sept. 17, 2015. 

(AP Photo/Lynne Sladky) 


JOSH BOAK 
AP Economics Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Build¬ 
ers broke ground on fewer 
houses and apartment 
complexes in August, a 
possible sign that the hous¬ 
ing market may be level¬ 
ling off after accelerating 
for much of the year. 
Housing starts last month 
fell 3 percent to a season¬ 
ally adjusted annual rate 
of 1.13 million homes, the 
Commerce Department 
said Thursday. Construc¬ 
tion activity slowed sharply 
in the Northeast and Mid¬ 
west last month, edged 
downward in the West and 
climbed in the South. 

Still, homebuilding appears 
much stronger than a year 
ago, despite figures that 
can be highly volatile on 
a monthly basis. Construc¬ 
tion slowed in part due to 
the expiration of tax incen¬ 
tives for developers in New 
York. 

“This is a mere blip on the 
radar,” said Tom Wind, ex¬ 
ecutive vice president of 
home lending at EverBank. 
“The housing market's un¬ 
derlying fundamentals re¬ 
main on pace for contin¬ 
ued recovery.” 

Housing starts have 
climbed a solid 11.3 per¬ 
cent this year to date. 
Steady job gains of 2.9 mil¬ 
lion in the past 12 months 
are contributing to in¬ 
creased demand from 
buyers and renters. And 
as the recovery from the 
Great Recession has en¬ 
tered its seventh year, resi¬ 
dential construction has 
stated to both reflect and 
fuel broader economic 
growth. Developers see 
favorable demographics 
helping to sustain demand, 
as approved permits rose 
3.5 percent in August to an 
annual rate of 1.17 million. 


Confidence among build¬ 
ers is also improving. 

The National Association of 
Home Builders/Wells Fargo 
builder sentiment index re¬ 
leased Wednesday rose 
this month to 62, up from 
61 in August. The last time 


the reading was higher was 
October 2005 at 68. 

New construction has yet 
to fully satisfy demand, a 
sign that further building will 
likely remain profitable. 
Only 5.2 months’ supply of 
new homes is listed for sale. 


well below the standard 
level of six months usually 
seen in a healthy market. 
This shortage has led to ris¬ 
ing prices for new and ex¬ 
isting homes. 

At the same time, medi¬ 
an rental prices are rising 
annually at 4.2 percent 

— roughly double the in¬ 
crease in average hourly 
wages — because of an 
influx of downsizing baby 
boomers and millennials 
entering the job market. 
The rental demand is com¬ 
ing in part because the 
United States will add the 
equivalent of Illinois' popu¬ 
lation — 12.9 million people 

— to the housing market 
in the next five years, said 
Robert Hart, chief execu¬ 
tive of TruAmerica, a Los 
Angeles-based firm that 
renovates and manages 
apartment buildings. 

As younger Americans are 


entering the housing mar¬ 
ket, they're renting longer 
before buying, held back 
by student debt and a lack 
of down payment savings. 
The share of the country 
owning homes has tum¬ 
bled to 63.4 percent, the 
lowest level in 48 years. 
“People are delaying own¬ 
ership until they’re on a 
more solid ground — per¬ 
sonally and professionally,” 
Hart said. 

But there are also signs of 
limits to how far housing 
activity can expand. 

The lack of supply has 
caused prices to shoot up 
in many of the largest job 
markets, reducing afford¬ 
ability for potential buyers 
and renters. And sales at 
furnishers and building sup¬ 
ply stores fell in August after 
posting gains over the past 
12 months, the government 
reported Tuesday.Q 
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Moscow urges US to engage Syria, offers military talks 


V. ISACHENKOV 
Associated Press 
MOSCOW (AP) — Russia on 
Thursday strongly urged the 
United States and its allies 
to engage the Syrian gov¬ 
ernment as a “partner” in 
the fight against the Islamic 
State group, and offered 
to share any information 
about its military supplies to 
Damascus with Washing¬ 
ton. 

New satellite imagery, 
meanwhile, showed the 
recent arrival of Russian 
tanks, armored personnel 
carriers and other military 
equipment at an air base 
in Syria’s coastal Latakia 
province, confirming re¬ 
ports by U.S., Israeli and 
other officials of a military 
buildup. 


Russian Foreign Minister Ser¬ 
gey Lavrov, speaking after 
talks with his Turkish coun¬ 
terpart in the Russian Black 
Sea resort of Sochi, said the 
U.S.-led coalition fighting 
the Islamic State group in 
Syria and Iraq should coor¬ 
dinate its action with Syrian 
President Bashar Assad’s 
government in conformity 
with international law. 
“There is no reason to evade 
cooperation with the Syr¬ 
ian leadership, which con¬ 
fronts that terror threat," 
Lavrov said. He added that 
“the Syrian president com¬ 
mands the most capable 
ground force fighting ter¬ 
rorism.” 

“Rejecting such a possibil¬ 
ity, ignoring the capabil¬ 
ity of the Syrian army as a 
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Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov, left, and Russian Defense Minister Sergei Shoigu walk 
ahead of a high-level summit of the Moscow-led Collective Security Treaty Organization, in Du¬ 
shanbe, Tajikistan. Russian President Vladimir Putin strongly defended Moscow's military assis¬ 
tance to the Syrian government, saying it’s impossible to defeat the Islamic State group without 
cooperating with Damascus. 

(AP Photo/Peter Leonard) 


partner and ally in the fight 
against the IS means sacri¬ 
ficing security of the entire 
region for political or geo¬ 
political intentions and cal¬ 
culations,” he said. 
Washington, which has 
seen Assad as the cause of 
the Syrian crisis, has been 
concerned by an ongoing 
Russian military buildup in 
Syria and warned Moscow 
that it could further desta¬ 
bilize the situation. The U.S. 
said that Russia has ferried 
equipment, supplies and 
military personnel to Syria 
with the apparent goal of 
setting up an air base near 
the coastal town of Lata¬ 
kia, a stronghold of the Syr¬ 
ian president. 

U.S. Secretary of State John 
Kerry, who spoke with Lav¬ 
rov three times this month 
to discuss the Russian ac¬ 
tion, said Lavrov offered 
Tuesday to have military-to- 
military talks and meetings 


on the situation in Syria. 
Kerry suggested that he fa¬ 
vored such consultations, 
noting that the U.S. wants 
a clear picture of Russia’s 
intentions. 

The satellite imagery pro¬ 
vided by AllSource Analysis, 
a commercial satellite intel¬ 
ligence firm, confirmed a 
buildup in Latakia. The im¬ 
ages show six main battle 
tanks, 26 armored person¬ 
nel carriers, and recently 
deployed helicopters and 
artillery battery guns. The 
equipment apparently ar¬ 
rived between September 
4 and 15. 

The imagery also confirms 
new and extensive con¬ 
struction, including a new 
taxiway being built at the 
air base inside the Basel 
Assad International Airport 

— also known by its old 
name Hemeimeem airport 

— possibly in preparation 
for Russian troop arrivals. 


The airport, named after 
the president's brother, 
who died in a car acci¬ 
dent in 1994, lies about 25 
kilometers (15 miles) south 
of Latakia city. It is the only 
functioning airport in the 
country besides the inter¬ 
national airport in Damas¬ 
cus, and is therefore of 
great importance to the 
government. 

Russian President Vladimir 
Putin and other officials say 
that Moscow has supplied 
weapons to Syria and sent 
military personnel to train its 
military to fight the Islamic 
State. They wouldn’t pro¬ 
vide any numbers or other 
details. 

Putin also seemed to keep 
the door open for a broad¬ 
er role in Syria. Asked earlier 
this month if Russia could 
send troops into Syria to 
help fight the IS, he an¬ 
swered that “we are look¬ 
ing at various options."□ 
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AP: Greek election campaign 
underwhelming most voters 

EREK GATOPOULOS 
ELENA BECATOROS 
Associated Press 

ATHENS, Greece (AP) — Cheered by thousands in a 
central Athens square, Alexis Tsipras made a prom¬ 
ise that proved impossible to keep. A vote for his 
left-wing Syriza party would change Europe and 
punish the creditors who had imposed economic 
austerity on Greece. 

That was eight months ago. 

Prominent party members who deserted Syriza 
stood in the same spot Tuesday night, lining up to 
attack Tsipras and his short-lived government as 
Greeks head back to the polls Sunday with political 
parties fractured by the weight of a massive new in¬ 
ternational bailout that aims to prevent a potential¬ 
ly catastrophic default and Greece being forced 
out of the eurozone. 

Tuesday's crowd at Omonia Square was much 
smaller and the rhetoric more bitter. 

“A small group in the (government) leadership has 
surrendered and humiliated us,” said Panagiotis La- 
fazanis, a former Syriza hardliner who served as Tsip¬ 
ras' energy minister and formed a breakaway party 
after Tsipras reached an agreement with eurozone 
countries to continue receiving rescue funding in 
exchange for harsh new spending cuts. 

"Some people have turned the euro into religion. 
But it has become a dictatorship,” said Lafazanis, 
who advocates Greece leaving Europe’s joint cur¬ 
rency. 

Unlike the January election that brought Tsipras to 
power and a hastily called July referendum in which 
voters soundly rejected creditor reform proposals — 
only to see Tsipras’ government later agree to them 
— Sunday's poll has drawn little enthusiasm. It is the 
third time this year that Greeks will be voting, with 
the economy still in dire straits, a quarter of workers 
jobless and capital controls limiting cash access to 
savings to 420 euros ($470) per week. 

“What's the point of going back to the voting booth 
all the time? Nobody trusts anyone anymore,” said 
49-year-old Varavara Michaliarakou, who trained 
as a nursery school teacher and works as a nanny. 
She has voted for four different parties since 2009 
and still hasn’t decided who to back on Sept. 20. 
"They all lied to us and nothing has changed — it's 
still terrible,” she said. 

It is the significant percentage of undecided voters 
that the parties are vying to woo in the last few days 
of campaigning. 

Opinion polls indicate a race too close to call, with 
Tsipras struggling to maintain the narrowest of leads 
over his main opponent, center-right New Democ¬ 
racy leader Evangelos Meimarakis. 

Late Thursday, about 5,000 supporters — a low num¬ 
ber by Greek standards — gathered to attend Mei¬ 
marakis' main election rally in Athens.Q 



People push through a police line in Tovarnik, Croatia, Thursday, Sept. 17, 2015. Hundreds of 
migrants have pushed through police lines in the eastern Croatian town of Tovarnik, with people 
trampling and falling on each other amid the chaos, waiting to board trains and buses for 
transport to refugee centers. 

(AP Photo/Marko Drobnjakovic) 

Croatia army on alert over migrant influx 


D. STOJANOVIC 
VANESSA GERA 
Associated Press 
BATINA, Croatia (AP) — 

Croatian leaders asked the 
army to be on alert after 
chaos erupted Thursday 
at the border with Serbia, 
where thousands of mi¬ 
grants and refugees have 
poured into the country. 
Some trampled over each 
other in a rush to get on 
limited buses and trains, 
causing dozens of injuries 
amid the mayhem. 

The huge masses descend¬ 
ed on Croatia after Hun¬ 
gary took tough measures 
to stop migrants entering 
its southern border. As Hun¬ 
garian officials hailed their 
success in stopping the 
massive influx and moved 
ahead with plans to build 
yet more border fences, 
leaders in Croatia pleaded 
that their country was at 
full capacity and unable to 
cope with the sudden flow. 
Interior Minister Ranko Os- 
tojic told reporters he had 
a message for migrants: 
Don’t try to go to Western 
Europe through his country. 


“Don’t come here any¬ 
more. Stay in refugee cen¬ 
ters in Serbia and Macedo¬ 
nia and Greece,” Ostojic 
said. “This is not the road to 
Europe. Buses can’t take 
you there. It's a lie.” 
Hungary sealed off its bor¬ 
der with Serbia this week 
with a razor-wire fence 
and began arresting peo¬ 
ple who tried to cross. Po¬ 
lice used tear gas, batons 
and water cannons on 
those who tried to push 
open a border gate on 
Wednesday. Croatia rep¬ 
resents a longer and more 
difficult route into Europe, 
but those fleeing violence 
in their homelands had 
little choice. By late Thurs¬ 
day a total of 9,200 people 
had entered the country in 
the past two days, police 
said, and already groups 
were trying to cross into 
neighboring Slovenia and 
Hungary. Yet Slovenia, like 
Hungary, appeared unwill¬ 
ing to take in the inflow. 
Slovenian police said those 
freshly arrived from Croatia 
would simply be sent back 
there, according to the 


country’s state news agen¬ 
cy. Croatian President 
Kolinda Grabar Kitarovic 
asked the country’s military 
to be on higher alert and 
be ready to act if needed 
to protect the border from 
the migrants. The country’s 
interior minister meanwhile 
suggested that his coun¬ 
try may close its borders 
if faced with thousands 
more newcomers. 

After bus trips through Ser¬ 
bia, many migrants crossed 
fields on foot to enter Cro¬ 
atia, where dozens of po¬ 
lice at first directed them to 
trains and buses heading 
to refugee centers. Author¬ 
ities warned them to avoid 
walking in areas along the 
Serbian border that were 
still being demined from 
the country’s 1991-95 war. 
Soon matters got out of 
control. Hundreds of an¬ 
gry asylum seekers pushed 
through police lines in the 
eastern Croatian town of 
Tovarnik after waiting for 
hours in the hot sun, de¬ 
manding to be allowed to 
move on toward Western 
Europe.Q 
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Syrian army stages airstrikes on IS-held Raqqa: activists 


BEIRUT (AP) — Syrian war¬ 
planes carried out a wave 
of airstrikes in the Islamic 
State-held city of Raqqa, 
activists said, in rare attacks 
that coincided with a visit 
by a U.N. envoy to Damas¬ 
cus on Thursday. 

In the country’s south, he¬ 
licopters dropped barrel 
bombs that struck a busy 
market place, killing at least 
17 people. An activist in 


the rebel-held Bosra Sham 
said the explosives were 
dropped as the market was 
packed with shoppers and 
people buying necessities 
for children who go back 
to school this week. 
Speaking on condition 
of anonymity for security 
reasons, he said around 
24 people were killed and 
many others wounded, 
with many of them in criti¬ 


cal condition. The Britain- 
based Syrian Observatory 
for Human Rights put the 
death toll at 17. Such dis¬ 
crepancies are common 
in the aftermath of large 
bombings. 

Two Syria-based groups 
as well as the Observa¬ 
tory said earlier Thursday 
that warplanes carried out 
at least 12 airstrikes across 
the IS-held city of Raqqa in 


northern Syria. They report¬ 
ed casualties but had no 
specific figures. It was not 
immediately clear what 
was hit. 

The city is the self-declared 
capital of the Islamic State 
group’s self-styled caliph¬ 
ate, which includes large 
parts of Syria and Iraq. The 
region is often targeted by 
a U.S.-led coalition fighting 
IS from the air. The Syrians 


have occasionally target¬ 
ed the city as well, but Syr¬ 
ian government airstrikes 
typically concentrate on 
opposition-held areas of 
the country. 

Syrian President Bashar 
Assad reiterated in an in¬ 
terview with Russian media 
aired Wednesday that the 
U.S. refuses to coordinate 
with his government in the 
fight against ISO 


Saudi-led coalition pounds Yemen rebels near central city 



Yemeni fighters loyal to President Abed Rabbo Mansour Hadi sit 
in the back of a pickup truck in the countryside outside Marib, 
Yemen, Thursday, Sept. 17, 2015. The Saudi-led coalition tar¬ 
geting Yemen's Shiite rebels pounded the insurgents' positions 
Thursday with heavy artillery fire on the outskirts of the central 
city of Marib, part of their push to retake the capital, Sanaa. 

(AP Photo/Adam Schreck) 


ADAM SCHRECK 
Associated Press 
MARIB, Yemen (AP) — The 

Saudi-led coalition target¬ 
ing Yemen's Shiite rebels 
pounded the insurgents’ 
positions Thursday with 
heavy artillery fire on the 
outskirts of the central city 
of Marib, part of their push 
to retake the capital, Sa¬ 
naa. 

The heavy bombardment 
came hours after the reb¬ 
els, known as Houthis, aired 
footage on their satellite 
television channel purport¬ 
ing to show a Saudi soldier 
held as a prisoner of war. A 
top al-Qaida leader in Ye¬ 
men meanwhile praised 
the campaign against 
the Houthis and called 
for Islamic rule in the Arab 
world’s poorest country. 


The dull thud of artillery fire 
rumbled across Marib but 
its residents, many carrying 


Kalashnikov assault rifles, 
appeared unperturbed by 
the nearby fighting. Shops 


downtown were open for 
business, and residents 
crowded a market to buy 
qat leaves, a mild narcotic 
widely consumed in Ye¬ 
men. 

“As you see, there are no 
clashes, mostly just shelling 
... from far away,” deputy 
governor Abdul Rab Ali 
said Thursday. 

Marib is the capital of the 
largely desert province of 
the same name east of the 
capital. Authorities say the 
coalition’s operations in 
the area include targeting 
Houthi positions near the 
Marib dam and the town 
of Sirwah, about 40 kilome¬ 
ters (25 miles) west on the 
road to Sanaa. 

The provincial capital is 
controlled by forces loyal 
to exiled President Abed 


Rabbo Mansour Hadi. Ali 
said 80 percent of the 
province is controlled by 
pro-Hadi forces, while the 
Houthis and their allies con¬ 
trol the rest. 

Military vehicles used by 
forces from fhe United Arab 
Emirates, a central mem¬ 
ber of the coalition, made 
their way Thursday along 
a two-lane road between 
Marib and a sprawling mili¬ 
tary base further east. 

The war in Yemen pits the 
Saudi-led coalition against 
Iranian-backed Houthis 
and troops loyal to for¬ 
mer President Ali Abdullah 
Saleh. Others opposing 
the Houthis include south¬ 
ern separatists, local and 
tribal militias, Sunni Islamic 
militants and troops loyal to 
Hadi.Q 


IS says it’s behind 2 Baghdad suicide blasts that killed 21 


SINAN SALAHEDDIN 
Associated Press 
BAGHDAD (AP) — Two sui¬ 
cide bombers targeted 
Iraqi police checkpoints in 
commercial areas in cen¬ 
tral Baghdad during rush 
hour Thursday, killing at 
least 21 people, officials 
said. 

The Islamic State group 
swiftly claimed responsibil¬ 
ity for the blasts. 

Both attacks were carried 
out by bombers on foot, 
wearing explosives-laden 


vests, two police officers 
said. One bomber struck 
in Baghdad’s Bab al-Sharji 
area, killing nine civilians 
and three police officers 
there. Forty-five people 
were wounded in that ex¬ 
plosion. 

The second bomber hit in 
al-Wathba Square, killing 
nine people, including four 
policemen, and wounding 
31. 

Two medical officials con¬ 
firmed the casualty figures. 
All officials spoke on condi¬ 


tion of anonymity because 
they are not authorized to 
talk to reporters. 

Iraq is going through its 
worst crisis since the 2011 
withdrawal of U.S. troops. 
The Islamic State group 
controls large swaths of 
the country's north and 
west after capturing Iraq's 
second-largest city of Mo¬ 
sul and the majority of the 
western Anbar province 
last year. 

In a statement posted on its 
Twitter accounts, the Islam¬ 


ic State group claimed re¬ 
sponsibility for the attacks, 
saying it targeted police 
and Shiite paramilitary forc¬ 
es. 

The Associated Press could 
not immediately verify the 
authenticity of the state¬ 
ment, but its language and 
phrasing is consistent with 
past IS claims of responsibil¬ 
ity. 

Following its blitz last year, 
the IS — which splintered 
off from Iraq’s al-Qaida 
branch — now holds about 


a third of Iraq and neigh¬ 
boring Syria in its self-de¬ 
clared “caliphate.” 

Since the emergence of IS 
extremists, Baghdad has 
seen near-daily attacks, 
with roadside bombs, sui¬ 
cide blasts and assassina¬ 
tions targeting Iraqi forces 
and government officials, 
with significant casualties 
among the civilian popula¬ 
tion. 

The violence has killed hun¬ 
dreds and displaced tens 
of thousands of Iraqis. □ 
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Chile confronts quake with fortified buildings, alerts 


LUIS HENAO 
EVA VERGARA 
Associated Press 
COQUIMBO, Chile (AP) — 

Parts of this port city were a 
disasterzone Thursday after 
an 8.3-magnitude quake 
hit off the coast, killing at 
least 11 people and likely 
causing billions in dam¬ 
age. Overturned cars and 
splintered boats sat mud 
next to furniture, toppled 
adobe homes and fishing 
nets tangled in trees. 

The most stunning thing 
about Wednesday night’s 
earthquake, however, 
may be the relatively low 
amount of havoc caused 
by such a powerful shake. 
While the quake led more 
than 1 million to evacu¬ 
ate coastal areas and 
no doubt caused much 
anxiety, seismologists said 
Chile's heavy investment 
in structural reinforcement 
of buildings and constant 
refinement of its tsunami 
alert system helped pre¬ 
vent what would have 
been a catastrophe in less 
prepared nations. 

“Chile has good codes 
and good compliance, 
which together have re¬ 
duced the vulnerabilities 
of their building stock over 
the decades," said Richard 
Olson, director of Florida 
International University’s 
Extreme Events Institute. “I 
would rather be there in 
one of their cities than in 
many other countries in an 
earthquake." 

Living in one of the world’s 
most seismically active 
places, the Andean na¬ 
tion's 17 million people 
have little choice but be¬ 
come experts in earth¬ 
quakes. The strongest 
earthquake ever recorded 
happened in Chile: a mag¬ 
nitude-9.5 tremor in 1960 
that killed more than 5,000 
people. 

After another major earth¬ 
quake in 1985, authorities 


began implementing strict 
construction codes similar 
to those used for highly seis¬ 
mic regions in the United 
States such as California, 
said Kishor Jaiswal, a civil 
engineer with the U.S. Geo¬ 


logical Survey. 

Most buildings in urban ar¬ 
eas of Chile are designed 
to withstand both the ver¬ 
tical forces of gravity and 


BUENOS AIRES, Argentina 
(AP) — A court has annulled 
a gubernatorial election in 
a stronghold of Argentina’s 
governing party, 
outraging officials of Presi¬ 
dent Cristina Fernandez's 
administration and giving a 
boost to opponents ahead 
of the Oct. 25 presidential 
contest. 

A local court in Tucuman 
province ruled Wednesday 
that irregularities were so 
widespread in the Aug. 23 
vote that new elections are 


the horizontal jolts that an 
earthquake inflicts. Build¬ 
ing methods in many other 
developing countries can 
withstand gravity and wind 
but have limited resistance 
against very strong earth¬ 


quakes. 

Wednesday’s quake struck 
just offshore in the Pacific 
at 7:54 p.m. and was cen¬ 
tered about 141 miles (228 


necessary. Dozens of ballot 
boxes were burned and er¬ 
rors were found in the vote 
count that pro-government 
candidate Juan Manzur 
winning by 52 percent to 
40 percent over his nearest 
rival, Jose Cano. 

It's the first time a court has 
thrown out a major election 
in Argentina since a dicta¬ 
torship ended in 1983 and 
it gave a victory to opposi¬ 
tion parties who have tried 
to make irregularities in the 
local vote a campaign is- 


kilometers) north-northwest 
of Santiago. 

The quake was 7.4 miles (12 
kilometers) below the sur¬ 
face. 

It lasted a nerve-shatter¬ 
ing three minutes, swayed 


buildings in the capital, 
Santiago, and prompting 
authorities to issue a tsu¬ 
nami warning for the coun¬ 
try’s entire Pacific coast. □ 


sue in presidential election. 
Opposition vice presiden¬ 
tial candidate Gabriela 
Michetti said Thursday the 
ruling was a turning point 
because it “puts an end to 
attempts at fraud in Argen¬ 
tina.” 

But the president's Cabinet 
chief, Anibal Fernandez, 
called the decision “a judi¬ 
cial coup d’etat” and sug¬ 
gested the national gov¬ 
ernment might intervene 
to take political control the 
province. □ 


Honduran 
activist kills 
lawmaker for 
official in 
scandal 

FREDDY CUEVAS 
Associated Press 
TEGUCIGALPA, Honduras 
(AP) — An anti-corruption 
activist in Honduras who 
also reportedly suffers from 
a mental illness confessed 
to stabbing to death a law¬ 
yer representing an official 
charged in the fraudulent 
sales of medicines to the 
government, police said 
Thursday. 

The crime may have in¬ 
volved a combination of 
mental illness and politi¬ 
cal motives, according to 
statements by the suspect 
and police. 

National police spokesman 
Leonel Sauceda said Thurs¬ 
day that Rigoberto Andres 
Paredes killed Eduardo 
Montes Manzano in the 
stairwell of an office build¬ 
ing where both worked. 
“Paredes confessed that 
he killed the lawyer Mon¬ 
tes because he defended 
corrupt people,” Sauceda 
said. 

He also said the 28-year- 
old Paredes claimed he 
suffered from a mental ill¬ 
ness. 

Montes Manzano repre¬ 
sented Congress vice pres¬ 
ident Lena Gutierrez, who 
is charged in a scheme to 
sell overpriced and in some 
cases defective medicines 
to the government. 

The 44-year-old lawyer was 
leaving his office on the 
15th floor of the building in 
Tegucigalpa on Wednes¬ 
day when a man stabbed 
him at least 15 times. 
Following his arrest, Pare¬ 
des told reporters, “those 
people are making a 
(mess) of this country, they 
are making a (mess) of 
peoples’ lives.” 

He said he had friends who 
lost family members in the 
public health system.□ 



Fish market owners wait for help from the city to clean up what was once their restaurant after 
an earthquake-triggered tsunami hit the coastal town of Coquimbo, Chile, Thursday, Sept. 17, 
2015. Several coastal towns were flooded from small tsunami waves set off by late Wednesday's 
quake, which shook the Earth so strongly that rumbles were felt across South America. 

(AP Photo/Luis Hidalgo) 


Argentina: 

Government outraged as court orders new election 
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Cubans hope Pope visit will accelerate warming with US 


M. WEISSENSTEIN 

N. WINFIELD 
Associated Press 
HAVANA (AP) — Seven¬ 
teen years ago, a newly 
named Argentine arch¬ 
bishop laid out his thoughts 
on the meaning of a papal 
visit to Cuba. 

“Through the presence, the 
voice and the prophetic 
mission of the pope, the 
church offers a path for¬ 
ward to peace, justice and 
true liberty,” Jorge Mario 
Bergoglio wrote. “Not ev¬ 
erything will be the same 
after he leaves.” 

Millions of Cubans hope 
those words written about 
John Paul M’s 1998 trip to 
Cuba prove true when their 
author, now Pope Francis, 
flies into Havana on Satur¬ 
day. 

Across the island, Cubans 
are excitedly looking at the 
pope’s 10-day trip to Cuba 
and the United States 
through the lens of his role 
as the mediator of detente 
between the two countries. 
Many say they expect the 
visit to help transform the 
diplomatic warming from a 
phase of abstract political 
negotiation into real ben¬ 
efits for the Cuban people. 
“The pope achieved the re¬ 
establishment of relations 
between the two coun¬ 
tries,” said Miguel Marceli- 


no, a member of a worker- 
owned gardening services 
cooperative. “A big part of 
why he’s coming is so that 
there’s new momentum in 
that relationship.” 

In a series of interviews 


across Havana this week, 
people almost universally 
said they would be at Fran¬ 
cis’ Mass in the Plaza of the 
Revolution on Sunday. Vir¬ 
tually none said they would 
attend because of person¬ 
al faith. 


“I’ve never been to a Mass. 
I don’t know what that is,” 
motorcycle taxi driver Jose 
Manuel Echevarria said as 
he waited for a friend to re¬ 
turn with an axle to replace 
one snapped by one of 


Havana’s many deep pot¬ 
holes. He's going to the pla¬ 
za to watch an event that 
he expects to have strong 
historical significance. 

“He’s coming to Havana 
and then he’s going from 
Havana to the U.S.,” Eche¬ 


varria said of Francis. “It's 
obvious, no? He’s not go¬ 
ing for any other reason.” 
Vatican officials are cau¬ 
tioning that the pope’s mis¬ 
sion is pastoral, not political, 
saying people should ex¬ 


pect no explicit diplomatic 
message. But some long¬ 
time observers of Francis 
said it is clear he sees the 
visit as many Cubans do — 
as the second stage of his 
role in midwifing normal re¬ 
lations between Washing¬ 


ton and Havana. 

“Francis won’t explicitly 
be political at all when 
he's here, but everything 
he does will be profoundly 
political in its implications,” 
said Austen Ivereigh, au¬ 
thor of “The Great Reform¬ 
er: Francis and the Making 
of a Radical Pope." 

The pope feels the half 
century of hostility be¬ 
tween the U.S. and Cuba 
polarized the politics of 
Latin America, forcing 
people to choose be¬ 
tween Washington’s and 
Havana’s visions for the re¬ 
gion, Ivereigh said. While 
the pope values the social 
achievements of Cuba's 
revolution such as free uni¬ 
versal health care and ed¬ 
ucation, he has staunchly 
criticized its decades of re¬ 
pression. He looks to heal¬ 
ing the rift between the 
U.S. and Cuba as a way 
of steering the island on 
a path toward a new sys¬ 
tem that both cares for the 
needy and provides liberty 
while avoiding the excess¬ 
es of capitalism, provid¬ 
ing a potential model for 
the region. “He has a very 
ambitious vision for Latin 
America, and Cuba plays 
a key role in that,” Ivereigh 
said. Francis has down¬ 
played his role in the de¬ 
tente, saying he did “only 
little things,” but both Presi¬ 
dents Barack Obama and 
Raul Castro praised the 
pope in their Dec. 17, 2014, 
speeches announcing the 
deal. Obama noted the 
importance of Francis' 
“personal appeal” to both 
leaders in a pair of secret 
letters at a critical stage 
in the 18 months of secret 
negotiations. The Vatican 
also hosted the final meet¬ 
ing last October at which 
the two sides finalized the 
deal. Francis has never 
been to Cuba but has a 
veritable Cuban brain trust 
in the Vatican. 

The head of the Vatican’s 
congregation for priests, 
Cardinal Beniamino Stella, 
and the No. 3 in the Vati¬ 
can secretariat of state, 
Monsignor Angelo Becciu, 
both served as ambassa¬ 
dors to Cuba during a pe¬ 
riod when the church was 
finding new freedom to 
operate on the island. □ 


Opposition to Puerto Rico reform plan grows amid crisis 


DANICA COTO 
Associated Press 
SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico 
(AP) — The Puerto Rican 
government’s fiscal re¬ 
form plan is coming under 
increased scrutiny amid 
growing concerns that it 
does not have legislative 
support and that some 
measures are too austere 
and could push the U.S. 
territory into a deeper 
economic crisis. 

Gov. Alejandro Garcia 
Padilla met Wednesday 
with members of President 
Barack Obama's Cabi¬ 
net while his administra¬ 
tion prepares to negotiate 
with bondholders over a 
$72 billion debt that he 
has said is unpayable and 
needs restructuring. Other 
top Puerto Rico officials 
traveled to New York and 


met with restructuring ex¬ 
perts to prepare for fhe 
negotiations. 

Economists say that if no 
agreements are reached 
and if some of fhe plan’s 
measures are nof imple¬ 
mented, the island’s gov¬ 
ernment could face a 
severe liquidity crunch in 
the next three months that 
could force if fo either 
partially close or default 
on major bond payments. 
“The hurricane is upon us,” 
said Mike Soto, founder 
of fhe Center for the New 
Economy, a Puerto Rico- 
based think tank that re¬ 
leased an analysis of the 
plan Wednesday. 

“This is going to hit us now, 
and in a very severe way 
soon.” 

Among provisions in the 
five-year plan released last 


week are salary freezes 
for government employ¬ 
ees, creation of a fiscal 
control board and deep 
budget cuts for munici¬ 
palities and the University 
of Puerto Rico. The plan’s 
authors warned that even 
if it was fully implemented, 
the government would still 
face a $14 billion financ¬ 
ing gap and be unable to 
meet debt payments as 
scheduled. 

But opposition has risen. 
Representatives of bond¬ 
holders have questioned 
the validity of the govern¬ 
ment's numbers, saying 
officials are presenting a 
worst-case scenario that 
they believe will not ma¬ 
terialize. A Virginia-based 
group called Main Street 
Bondholders accused the 
governor on Wednesday 


of distorting the island’s 
financial situation. “Cen¬ 
tral to (his) debt avoid¬ 
ance strategy is the very 
suspect claim that Puerto 
Rico very simply cannot 
pay its debts,” the group 
said in a statement. 
Hundreds of government 
workers held a protest late 
last week to denounce 
the proposal. 

And legislators from bofh 
the opposition and the 
governor’s own party said 
this week that the plan 
does not have the votes 
needed to be adopted, 
especially provisions that 
call for slashing fhe bud¬ 
get of the island’s largest 
public university by one- 
third and imposing a 10- 
year waiver from future 
minimum wage increases 
for young workers.Q 



Tourists riding an American classic car are driven past a billboard promoting a welcoming mes¬ 
sage for Pope Francis, in Havana, Cuba. Francis will visit Cuba from Sept. 19-22, before arriving in 
the United States, making him the third pontiff to visit the island nation. 

(AP Photo/Desmond Boylan) 
















At ‘Rondom Oranje’ at MartiniPlaza in Groningen: 

Commissioner of the King Receives a Painting of Aruban Artist 



ORANJESTAD/GRONINGEN 

- Friday, September 11, the 
Commissioner of the King, 
drs. Max van den Berg, re¬ 
alized the opening of the 
exhibition ‘Rondom Oran¬ 
je’ (Around Orange), for in¬ 
vited guests, in the theater 
lounge of MartiniPlaza, re¬ 
lated to the closure of the 
celebration of 200 years of 
our Kingdom. 

Before his opening speech, 
mr. van den Berg received 
a painting from the presi¬ 
dent of Art Promotion Inter¬ 
national foundation in be¬ 
half of API and the eleven 
participating artists. 

The commissionary agreed 
that the painting of king 
Willem Alexander from the 
participant from Aruba, 
Gustave Nouel, also cura¬ 
tor and artistic advisor for 
this exhibition, will form part 
of the art collection of the 
County Hall of Groningen. 
As part of the opening 
performance, a painting 
of the young professional 
painter Jannes Koetsier, 
from Groningen, also in¬ 
spired by the King, was re¬ 
vealed. 

Next the curator presented 
the Commissioner, togeth¬ 
er with the Minister Plenipo- 
tenciary of St. Martin, mrs. 
Josiane Fleming-Artsen 
to the artists present that 
could give an explanation 
of their art. 

All parts of the Kingdom 
were present, as the par¬ 
ticipating artists come from 


all parts of our Kingdom, 
five from the tropical part 
in the Caribbean and five 
from Holland, the cold part 
in Europe. 

Also workshops of the par¬ 
ticipating artists will be of¬ 
fered at Martiniplaza. 

The artworks inspired by 
the factor ‘Orange’ that 
unites - in every sense of 
the word - symbolize the 
union between people of 
different ancestry and na¬ 
ture in the Dutch Kingdom. 
‘Rondom Oranje' has a 
special character with di¬ 


verse artworks from Jabu 
Arnell (Sint Maarten/Am¬ 
sterdam), Bikkel (Curacao/ 
Rotterdam), Fokke P. de 
Boer (Apeldoorn), Ewoud 
Broeksma (Groningen), Flo- 
rian Cats (Leeuwarden), 
Armando Goedgedrag 
(Aruba), Jannes Koetsier 
(Groningen), Jan Kruize 
(Groningen), Gustave 
Nouel (Aruba/Deventer) 
en Hellouisa Maria (Bo¬ 
naire/Assendelft). 

Besides the art of these 
artists there is once more 
a guest-artist, this time 
Maya Wildevuur - a fa¬ 


mous Dutch artist living in 
a castle in Midwolda - who 
showed some paintings re¬ 
lated to the theme. 

For the beautiful picture by 
Armando Goedgedrag, 
inspired by water (main 
theme of our King), a pic¬ 
ture titled ‘North Shore Em¬ 
erald’ was handed to the 
manager Martin Hoek by 
the secretary of API, miss. 
Helen Francis. 

‘Rondom Oranje' can be 
admired from September 
14 to October 30 in the the¬ 
ater lounge of MartiniPlaza 
in Groningen. For more 
information and/or open¬ 
ing times check: https:// 


II 



www.200jaarkoninkrijk.nl/ 
content/expositie-rondom- 
oranje, or www.martinipla- 
za.nl/evenementenO 
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OPEN SUNDAY THRU THURSDAY 5PM TILL 1AM FRIDAY A SATURDAY 5PM TO 5AM 


LVtMllUKS Y<SB WfclilPtk <980 RlfiQ; 


LOCATED AT 
SRICKELL BAY BEACH CLUB & SPA 


HAPPY HOUR 

9:00pm - 10:00pm 




Loyal Visitors Honored at the Divi Village Beach Resort 



EAGLE BEACH - Recently the Aruba Tourism 
Authority had the great pleasure of hon¬ 
oring a group of loyal and friendly visitors 
of Aruba at the Divi Village Beach Resort 
as Distinguished Visitors and Ambassadors 
of Goodwill. The symbolic honorary titles 
are presented in the name of the Minister 
of Tourism as a token of appreciation to 
guests who visit Aruba for 10-to-19 and 20- 
to-34 consecutive years. 

The honorees were Mr. Dan and Mrs. Butty 
Dumont and their son Ben Dumont from 
Monmouth, Maine, and Mr. John Trues- 


dale from Danvers, Massachusetts. All the 
honorees are loyal members of the Divi 
Village Beach Resort and they love Aruba 
very much because of the friendly people, 
the weather, the beaches and the restau¬ 
rants. 

They say being on Aruba and staying at 
the Divi Village Beach Resort is like being 
in heaven. The certificates were presented 
by Mr. Ernest Giel representing the Aruba 
Tourism Authority together with Ms. Glo¬ 
ria Defoe and Family Ham, friends of the 
honorees. □ 



















4/m§& ^ 

SEE 

I 



LOCALISE 


FRIDAY 18 SEPTEMBER 2015 



Free WIFI 


TASTE Eh BELGIUM 

RESTAURANT 

The largest Belgian beer selection on the island! 
Daily Happy Hour 2 for 1 from 5 pm - 7 pm 
Sunday a la carte brunch, $42 pp 


Palm Beach Plaza Mall | T: +297 586 6388 | www.tasteofbelgium.aw 
Open daily 8 am - 12 midnight | breakfast | lunch | dinner | drinks 


<§X§) 

tripadvisor* 


Ofrs-t For FamlNt* 
And Casual Dining 



Rothenhoefer Family Honored 
by Aruba Tourism Authority 



EAGLE BEACH - Recently 
the Aruba Tourism Authority 
had the great pleasure of 
honoring a very nice cou¬ 
ple whom are loyal and 
friendly Visitor of Aruba, as 
Distinguished Visitor at the 
Costa Linda Beach Resort. 
The symbolic honorary title 
is presented in the name 
of the Minister of Tourism as 
a token of appreciation to 
guests who visit Aruba for 
10-to-l 9 consecutive years. 
The honorees were Mr. 
John and Mrs. Charlotte 
Rothenhoefer of Ellicott 
City, Maryland. John and 
Charlotte have visited 
Aruba in total 23 years in 
the last decades, and this 
year they completed 10 


consecutive years of visit to 
Aruba. 

The couple is loyal mem¬ 
bers of the Costa Linda 
and they love Aruba very 
much because of the 
friendly people, the weath¬ 
er, the beaches and the 
restaurants. They say Aruba 
feels like a second home, 
the people are like family 
to them and Costa Linda 
is their ‘home away from 
home.’ 

The certificates were pre¬ 
sented by Mr. Ernest Giel 
representing the Aruba 
Tourism Authority together 
with Mrs. Gloria Janga and 
Mrs. Miriam Rodriguez rep¬ 
resenting the Costa Linda 
Beach Resort. □ 
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Complimentary 
"Blooming Orchid Cocktail” 
Live Nightly Entertainment 


Situated in Riu Antilles 
formerly The Westm Resort 
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Loyal Visitors Honored at the La Cabana Beach Resort 



EAGLE BEACH - Recently 
the Aruba Tourism Au¬ 
thority had the great 
pleasure of honoring a 
group of loyal and friend¬ 
ly visitors of Aruba at the 
La Cabana Beach Resort 
as Emerald Ambassadors 
and Distinguished Visi¬ 
tors. The symbolic honor¬ 
ary titles are presented in 
the name of the Minister 
of Tourism as a token of 




appreciation to guests 
who visit Aruba for 10-to- 
19 and 35-or-more con¬ 
secutive years. 

The honorees were Mr. 
Mark and Mrs. Janice 
Haynes of New Hamp¬ 
shire as Distinguished Visi¬ 
tors, and Mr. Ricardo and 
Mrs. Elsa Rivero of Valen¬ 
cia, Venezuela as Emer¬ 
ald Ambassadors. 

The Aruba Tourism Au¬ 


thority is proud to present 
the commemorative Em¬ 
erald Coin and Emerald 
Certificate to Mr. Ricardo 
and Mrs. Elsa, represent¬ 
ing 35 years of continued 
visits to our Island. 

All the honorees are 
loyal members of the La 
Cabana Beach Resort 
and they love Aruba 
very much because of 
the friendly people, the 


weather, the beaches 
and the restaurants. They 
say being on Aruba and 
staying at the La Cabana 
Beach Resort is like being 
in paradise. 

The certificates were pre¬ 
sented by Ms. Darline S. 
de Cuba representing 
Aruba Tourism Author¬ 
ity together with Sharine 
Charles of the La Cabana 
Beach Resort & Casino.Q 


THE Mill RESORTS &SUITE Will BE PARTICIPATING IN THE “EAT 10CAI ARUBA RESTAURAHT WEEK!!!! 




It is with great Pleasure and Enthusiasm, that The Mill Resort & Suite is 
participating in this year Eat Local Aruba Restaurant Week, organized by 
ATA!! 

The timing could not have been better for us at The Mill Resort, since we 

started a couple months ago, 
to Revamp the Concept and 
the Menu of “The Mill 
Restaurant “located right by 
the pool deck, 
where all our local clients, 
and guest can visit us and 
experience Fine Dining, either 
in the Restaurant, or under the 
stars outside on the terrace.!! 
Our Chef “Sonny” former 
executive chef at the La 
Cabana beach resort & casino 
with more than 25 years of experience in International 
and Local cuisine, will delight you with our 
Mouthwatering dishes from our “International Menu, 
with a Caribbean Flare!!! 


For the Eat Local Aruba Week, we will be featuring a variety of local and International dishes such as; Cabrito Stoba(Goat stew) 
served with Funchi (polenta) or ArosMoro(Rice&beans)and Plantain,Fresh 
Plate size whole Snapper Pan Fried &Creole sauce served with Funchi or 
Aros Moro..Seafood stew(shrimps,squid,fish,mussels,clams scallops),served 
with Funchi(Polenta).Calbas stoba (Stewed Cucurbita gourd ) 
served with 

Polenta,Sopi di jambo (Okra soup)„served with Funchi 
(Polenta)„Grilled marinated NZ lambchops with Honey 
physalis sauce,served with Fresh Seasoned vegetables and 
grilled sweetpotatoes. And much more.!!! 


So come and experience the Friendly and Arubian atmosphere at 
“The Mill Restaurant’’„A Resort,managed by Arubians, where 
everybody that visit us,will feel at Home.!!! 

































Floyd Mayweather Jr. kneels 
at the end of his welterweight 
title fight against Andre Berto, 
Saturday, Sept. 12, 2015, in Las 
Vegas. 


Mayweather- 
Berto PPV 
comes in well 
under 1M sales 

By Kevin lole 

Floyd Mayweather’s Sept. 
12 bout with Andre Berto at 
the MGM Grand Garden 
sold roughly 400,000 pay- 
per-view units, a source 
told Yahoo Sports. That 
number, the source said, 
includes about 145,000 
sales from DirecTV, which is 
almost always the first dis¬ 
tributor to report a figure. 
Another source close to 
the promotion of the fight 
said the figure was higher 
and estimated it between 
500,000 and 550,000. 

In any event, the result will 
be the lowest figure since 
Mayweather sold 325,000 
while fighting Carlos Bal- 
domir on HBO Pay-Per- 
View in 2006. 

Continued on page 22 
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Japanese and Chinese kesiauxanl 


Lunch & Dinner 

Located in the lower 
lobby of the hotel. 
Please use side entrance 
in parking lot. 


J.E. Ira us quin Boulevard. 77, (ex-Westin Hotel) Tel: 586-3388. 


Jason Day builds big lead at BMW Championship 



Jordan Spieth, left, Rickie Fowler, center and Jason Day of Australia, walk to mark their balls on 
the ninth fairway after play was suspended for severe weather during the first round of the BMW 
Championship golf tournament at Conway Farms Golf Club, Thursday, Sept. 17, 2015, in Lake For- 


DOUG FERGUSON 

AP Golf Writer 

LAKE FOREST, III. (AP) — 

Jason Day already had 
seven birdies on his card 
and one eagle, courtesy 
of a shot he holed from 79 
yards out of a fairway bun¬ 
ker. He was walking across 
a bridge Thursday at the 
BMW Championship when 
someone asked him during 
an exchange of greetings, 
“How are you doing, Ja¬ 
son?" 

Jordan Spieth was a few 
steps ahead of Day, and 
he could hardly contain his 
laughter. 

“Really? You’re asking him 
THAT?” Spieth said. 

Day has never been bet¬ 
ter. He powered his way 
around Conway Farms 
and was at 10-under par 
through 17 holes when 
thunderstorms halted the 
opening round. His final 
shot was a 346-yard tee 
shot with the wind at his 
back that settled in light 
rough and left him 44 yards 
away from a front pin on 
No. 9. 

Day has to hole that Friday 
morning for a 59. And he 
didn't even know it. 

“I thought it was a par 
72, so I'm sitting there go¬ 
ing, ‘10 under, there’s no 
chance at all I can get it.’ 
But if it goes in, it goes in,” 
he said. “Right now, I’m 
just trying to play the best 
I can. I’m just trying to get 
off to a good start.” 

He is playing better than 


est. III. 

anyone at the moment, a 
winner in three of his last 
five tournamenfs, includ¬ 
ing his first major. A victory 
in the third FedEx Cup play¬ 
off event would send him 
to No. 1 in the world for the 
first time, and not many 
would argue with that. 

Day was four shots ahead 
of PGA Tour rookie Daniel 
Berger, who had a 6-under 
65. Brendon Todd had a 66. 
Only 17 players completed 
the opening round. 

Spieth finally got on track. 
Coming off consecutive 
missed cuts that eventually 


cost him the No. 1 ranking, 
he had a hole-in-one on 
the par-3 second hole to 
end a peculiar drought. 
It was the first time in 72 
holes that he was under 
par during any round in a 
tournament. And then he 
chipped in from 80 feet for 
birdie on the next hole. 
Little good that did him. 
Walking to the fourth tee, 
Spieth pointed behind him 
at Day and said, “He's still 
the clinic. I’ve barely got 
the (honors on the) tee.” 
Spieth made a hole-in- 
one and Day poured in a 


Associated Press 

20-foot birdie putt. Spieth 
chipped in for birdie on No. 
3 and Day matched it with 
a 5-foot birdie. The play 
was spectacular. 

The 27-year-old Australian 
was as sharp as he has 
been all year. 

He is 89-under par dating 
to the British Open. Day 
is playing so well that he 
said every round feels like 
practice. “No matter what 
you do, even if you hit a 
bad shot, it's going to be 
all right," Day said. “That’s 
kind of the way it feels. It’s 
hard to explain because 
I'm just out there and I’m 
not really paying attention 
to the score and I’m hitting 
it down the middle and hit¬ 
ting it on the greens and 
holing putts.” 

It was the best show of the 
PGA Tour’s postseason, 
even for a Thursday that 
was interrupted by a dark 
and stormy sky north of Chi¬ 
cago. The group of Day, 


Spieth and Rickie Fowler — 
Nos. 1 -2-3 in the FedEx Cup 
— attracted an enormous 
gallery and the players de¬ 
livered one great shot after 
another. 

Fowler, coming off his third 
win of the year at the TPC 
Boston two weeks ago, 
must have felt like a third- 
wheel at the end, though 
he produced four sfraighf 
birdies on his fronf nine. 
When fhey made fhe furn, 
the hits kept coming. 

Day’s shot from 79 yards 
in a fairway bunker on 
No. 1 landed beyond the 
hole and spun back a few 
feet for eagle to get him 
to 6 under. On the par-3 
second, Spieth's tee shot 
just covered the bunker, 
hopped once in the first 
cut and rolled into the cup 
for an ace, the second of 
his PGA Tour career. Day 
holed a 20-foot birdie putt. 
Both made birdie on No. 
3, Spieth with his long chip- 
in and Day with a wedge 
to 5 feet. Spieth found his 
groove with a shot into 4 
feet on No. 3 for another 
birdie. 

Day's power was evident 
on his final few holes. 

He tried to drive the green 
on the 352-yard 17th hole 
and landed in the collar, 
60 feet away. He nearly 
holed the chip for eagle. 
On the 600-yard eighth 
hole into a strengthening 
wind, he hit his drive 305 
yards and then powered a 
3-wood high and into the 
wind. It landed just short 
of the green, 30 feet from 
the hole, and he nearly 
chipped that one in for 
eagle. 

Day gets one more try for 
an eagle when he gets 
back Friday morning, a 44- 
yard pitch for a shot at 59 
to tie the course record Jim 
Furyk set two years ago. 
The way things are going, 
it's hard to rule him out. □ 
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when you earn 250 Points today 
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THE SHOPS AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 

Qffcrmg a wide variety of Retail £ Dining Dull els. 

Solan £ Spa Services, Souvenirs and more. 


Baskin Robbins | Dunkin Donuts | fusion Piano £ Wine Bar 
Juan Valdez Cole j Subway | R-Glass | Shalom Body and Soul Spa 
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Phoenix’s Griner named WNBA defensive player of year 


DOUG FEINBERG 
AP Basketball Writer 

Phoenix Mercury center Brittney 
Griner won the WNBA defen¬ 
sive player of the year award for 
the second straight season, the 
league announced Thursday. 

The 6-foot-8 (2.03-meter) star be¬ 
came the first player in league 
history to average at least four 
blocks a game, with 105 in just 26 
contests. She was suspended for 
the first seven games of the sea¬ 
son following a domestic violence 
arrest. 

“This award means a lot to me be¬ 
cause our team defense puts us 
in a good position to win games,” 
Griner said. “If I’m blocking shots or 
changing shots or even prevent¬ 
ing players from taking shots, I’m 
helping the team and we are likely 
to win when our defense is playing 


well." 

Griner received 33 of the 39 first 
place votes from a national panel 
of writers and broadcasters. She 
becomes the sixth player to win 
the award in multiple seasons. 
Tamika Catchings won it five times 
and Sheryl Swoopes three. 

Bill Laimbeer was honored Thurs¬ 
day night as the WNBA’s coach of 
the year. 

He guided New York to a club-re- 
cord 23 wins and the No. 1 over¬ 
all seed in the playoffs for the first 
time. It’s the second time in his 
career that Laimbeer earned the 
award, also winning in 2003 when 
he was coaching Detroit. 
Laimbeer is the fourth coach to 
win the award at least twice. Van 
Chancellor and Mike Thibault 
have won it three times and Dan 
Hughes twiceO 


In this July 25, 2015, file photo. West’s Brittney Griner, right, of the 
Phoenix Mercury, blocks a shot by East’s Alex Bentley, left, of the 
Connecticut Sun, during the first half of the WNBA All-Star basketball 
game in Uncasville, Conn. 



Associated Press 
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Favre, Owens, Faneca among Ist-year nominees 


CANTON, Ohio (AP) — Brett 
Favre is back in the news 
— no, he’s not attempting 
another comeback. 

Favre was among the 108 
nominees for the Pro Foot¬ 
ball Hall of Fame class of 
2016 announced Wednes¬ 
day night. The NFL’s ca¬ 
reer leader in nearly every 
passing category when he 
retired after the 2010 sea¬ 
son and winner of the 1997 
Super Bowl with Green Bay, 
Favre leads a strong list of 
first-time nominees. 

That group includes Terrell 
Owens, one of the league's 
most prolific and dynamic 
receivers for most of his 15 
pro seasons, and Alan Fan¬ 
eca, an elite blocker who 
made six All-Pro teams at 
guard in his 13 seasons. 
Other first-year-eligible 
nominees are safety Lawyer 
Milloy; running backs Brian 
Westbrook and Clinton Por- 



In this Sunday, Sept. 26, 2004 file photo. Green Bay Packers 
quarterback Brett Farve throws a pass in the first quarter against 
the Indianapolis Colts in Indianapolis. 

Associated Press 


tis; place-kicker John Car¬ 
ney; and linebackers Keith 
Bulluck and Mike Vrabel. 
Already nominated by the 
seniors committee are Ken 
Stabler and Dick Stanfel. 


The 2016 contributor candi¬ 
date is former 49ers owner 
Edward DeBartolo, Jr. 

The nominees consist of 93 
players (51 on offense, 33 
on defense, 9 from special 


teams) and 15 coaches. 
They will be trimmed to 25 
semifinalists in November 
and, from there, to 15 final¬ 
ists in January. 

Voting will culminate Feb. 
6, the night before the Su¬ 
per Bowl. While there is no 
set number for any class, 
the selection process by¬ 
laws provide that between 
four and eight new mem¬ 
bers will be selected. 

Favre, of course, is the 
headliner. A three-time 
league MVP, he retired with 
508 touchdown passes, 
71,838 yards and 186 victo¬ 
ries. He temporarily retired 
twice late in his career, and 
finished up with Minnesota 
for two seasons following 16 
in Green Bay and one with 
the Jets. He spent his rookie 
season as a backup in At¬ 
lanta before being dealt 
to the Packers, where he 
helped revitalize the fran¬ 


chise. 

Owens played for five fran¬ 
chises, making All-Pro five 
times. T.O. led the league in 
TD receptions three times, 
retiring with 153, and per¬ 
haps in feuds wifh his quar¬ 
terbacks, many of whom 
he felt didn’t target him 
enough. 

Faneca anchored Pitts¬ 
burgh's offensive line for a 
decade, winning a Super 
Bowl. He also played fwo 
years for the Jets and one 
for Arizona. 

Finalists from 2015 who are 
on the ballot are place- 
kicker Morten Andersen; 
coaches Don Coryell, Tony 
Dungy and Jimmy Johnson; 
running back Terrell Davis; 
linebacker-defensive end 
Kevin Greene; wide receiv¬ 
er Marvin Harrison; safety 
John Lynch; tackle Orlan¬ 
do Pace; and quarterback 
Kurt Warner. □ 


Lampard scores first MLS goal to lead NYCFC past Toronto 2-0 


NEW YORK (AP) — Former 
Chelsea star Frank Lam¬ 
pard scored his first goal 
since joining Major League 
Soccer this year, leading 
New York City FC to a 2-0 
win over Toronto FC on 
Wednesday. 

Lampard scored in the 20th 
minute after settling RJ Al¬ 
len's back-pass with his 
chest and rolling in a goal 
through traffic. 

The former England interna¬ 
tional spent 13 seasons with 
Chelsea, won three Premier 
League titles and scored 
176 goals in 599 games. 
He signed with NYCFC last 
July and played in the MLS 


off-season for Manchester 
City, which like NYCFC is 
controlled by City Football 
Group. 

New York City won its first 
game since Aug. 13 to 
move past Philadelphia 
into eighth position in the 
Eastern Conference. 

In other matches, Kelyn 
Rowe scored in the 65th 
minute as the New England 
Revolution beat the New 
York Red Bulls 2-1 to move 
into first place in the East. 
New England won its sixth 
straight game, matching a 
club record set in 2005. 
Diego Fagundez scored 
in his fourth straight game 


for New England in the 2nd 
minute. Juan Agudelo one- 
touched a free kick into 
open space and Fagun¬ 
dez ran past the defense to 
send it home. In the second 
half, Scott Caldwell lofted a 
loose ball in front of the net 
and the uncovered Rowe 
volleyed it home. 

In San Jose, California, Kyle 
Bekker scored his first MLS 
goal in the 65th minute as 
10-man Montreal played 
the Earthquakes to a 1-1 
draw. 

Bekker caught goalkeeper 
David Bingham leaning the 
wrong way and squeezed 
a shot inside the near post. 


It was the Canadian's first 
game with the Impact after 


being traded from FC Dal¬ 
las on July 160 
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AL Capsules 

Rangers hit 5 HRs in 14-3 win 
over Astros, stretch West leadO + 


The Associated Press 
ARLINGTON, Texas (AP) — 

Prince Fielder hit two of Tex¬ 
as’ season-high five homers 
and drove in five runs in the 
leading Rangers' 14-3 vic¬ 
tory over the Houston As¬ 
tros in Major League Base¬ 
ball on Wednesday. 

After taking over first place 
with a 6-5 victory Tuesday 
night, Texas increased its 
advantage over Houston in 
the American League West 
division to 1 1/2 games go¬ 
ing into the series finale on 
Thursday. 

Fielder's RBI single in the 
first put the Rangers ahead 
to stay. The slugger pulled 
both of his homers into the 
second deck in right field, 
leading off the third and 
then capping an 11-pitch 
at-bat in the sixth with a 
three-run shot that made it 
12 - 1 . 

Mike Napoli, Rougned 
Odor and Bobby Wilson 
also homered to help Texas 
win its third straight game in 
the series. 

Martin Perez (3-5) gave up 
one run over seven innings 
while allowing 10 base run¬ 
ners — nine hits and a walk. 
The left-hander struck out 
three. Dallas Keuchel (17-8) 
was the loser. 

BLUE JAYS 9, BRAVES 1 
ATLANTA (AP) — David 
Price allowed one run in 
seven innings and Russell 
Martin hit a homer and 
drove in four runs as Toron¬ 
to beat Shelby Miller and 
Atlanta to protect its AL 
East division lead. 

Price (16-5) gave up six hits 
and had nine strikeouts. He 
improved to 7-1 since com¬ 
ing to Toronto in a trade 
with Detroit, and lowered 
his ERA to 2.42. 

The Blue Jays stayed three 
games ahead of second- 
place New York. 

Toronto had 12 hits as it 
returned to its customary 
high-scoring pace after 
managing only a com¬ 
bined two runs in two 
straight losses. Martin hit a 
two-run double in the four- 
run first and added a two- 
run homer off Ryan Kelly in 
the ninth. 

Miller (5-15) didn't make it 


through the fourth inning. 
He is winless in 22 straight 
starts, the longest streak for 
any pitcher in a season he 
was an All-Star. The right¬ 
hander has lost 14 consec¬ 
utive decisions since his last 
win on May 17. 

YANKEES 3, RAYS 1 
ST. PETERSBURG, Florida 
(AP) — Prized rookie Luis 
Severino rebounded from 
his worst start and Greg Bird 
homered and drove in two 
runs as New York beat Tam¬ 
pa Bay. 

Severino (4-3) allowed one 
run and six hits in 5 2-3 in¬ 
nings. The right-hander 
gave up a career-high six 
earned runs over 2 1-3 in¬ 
nings in an 11-5 loss Friday 
to Toronto. 

After Bird had a second- 
inning RBI double. Chase 
Headley put the Yankees 
up 2-0 with a run-scoring 
single in the sixth. Bird, also 
a rookie, made it 3-1 on his 
ninth-inning shot. 

Justin Wilson, Dellin Be- 
tances and Andrew Miller, 
who pitched the ninth for 
his 34th save, combined for 
3 1-3 scoreless innings for 
New York. 

Chris Archer (12-12) was 
the loser. 

TIGERS 7, TWINS 4 

MINNEAPOLIS (AP) — Ian 
Kinsler's two-out RBI single 
preceded a two-run homer 
by J.D. Martinez in the top 
of the 12th inning, pushing 
Detroit past Minnesota in a 
back-and-forth game. 

With scant fans left from the 
crowd of 22,509, Martinez’s 
37th home run off Brian 
Duensing (4-1) landed with 
a loud clang on the metal 
bleachers in lower left field 
that punctuated a tough 
loss for the postseason¬ 
chasing Twins. They stayed 
1 1/2 games behind Hous¬ 
ton for the second Ameri¬ 
can League wild card spot, 
after the Astros lost to Texas. 
Ian Krol (2-3), the ninth Ti¬ 
gers pitcher, got the last 
nine outs for the victory 
while allowing only one 
walk. He stranded the two 
runners he inherited with no 
outs in the 10th. 

RED SOX 10, ORIOLES 1 
BALTIMORE (AP) — Dustin 


Pedroia homered twice 
and had a season-high five 
RBIs to back a dominant 
pitching performance by 
rookie Henry Owens in Bos¬ 
ton’s victory over Baltimore. 
David Ortiz also went deep 
for the last-place Red Sox, 
his 35th homer of the sea¬ 
son and 501 st overall. 
Owens (3-2) gave up six hits 
over 7 2-3 shutout innings. 
The 23-year-old lefty struck 
out four, walked none and 
reduced his ERA from 5.25 
to 4.33. 

Pedroia hit a two-run drive 
off Mike Wright (2-5) in the 
third and a three-run shot 
against Jorge Rondon in 
the fourth to stake Boston 
to a 9-0 lead. 

INDIANS 5, ROYALS 1 
CLEVELAND (AP) — Fran¬ 
cisco Lindor was 3 for 4 with 
a home run and four RBIs to 
lead Cleveland past Kan¬ 
sas City. 

Lindor had a solo homer in 
the first for his 100th hit since 
being called up from base¬ 
ball's minor leagues on 
June 14, added a two-run 
single in the second and an 
RBI single in the fourth. 
Danny Salazar (13-8) took 
a three-hit shutout into 
the seventh before Mike 
Moustakas started the in¬ 
ning with a home run. The 
right-hander allowed one 
run and struck out six in sev¬ 
en innings. 

Danny Duffy (7-8) allowed 
four runs in 2 1-3 innings 
for the Royals. They have 
dropped nine of 12. 
MARINERS 3, ANGELS 1 
SEATTLE (AP) — Jesus Mon- 
tero continued to get the 
best of Los Angeles' Jered 
Weaver, hitting a three-run 
homer to help Seattle hand 
the Angels their third loss in 
four games. 

Montero hit a line drive 
into the bullpen in left field 
with two outs in the fourth 
inning. He has five career 
homers and six hits overall 
against Weaver (7-11). 
Hisashi Iwakuma (8-4) al¬ 
lowed one run and struck 
out a season-high nine in 
six strong innings. 

David Murphy homered for 
the second straight game 
for the AngelsO 



Texas Rangers' Mike Napoli, left, and Prince Fielder, right, cele¬ 
brate a three-run home run by Napoli off Houston Astros' Dallas 
Keuchel during the first inning of a baseball game Wednesday, 
Sept. 16, 2015, in Arlington, Texas. The shot scored Fielder and 
Shin-Soo Choo. 

Associated Press 
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NL Capsules 

Peavy homers for 1 st time in 9 years as Giants top Reds 5-3 



San Francisco Giants pitcher Jake Peavy, right, is congratulated 
by third base coach Roberto Kelly (39) after hitting a home run 
off Cincinnati Reds’ Collin Balester during the fourth inning of a 
baseball game Wednesday, Sept. 16, 2015, in San Francisco. 

Associated Press 


The Associated Press 
SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — 

Giants pitcher Jake Peavy 
homered through the low- 
hovering mist for his first 
long ball in more than nine 
years, leading San Francis¬ 
co past Cincinnati. 

Peavy struck out eight in six- 
plus innings on the mound 
and connected for his third 
career home run in the 
fourth against reliever Col¬ 
lin Balester. It was Peavy's 
first since July 26, 2006, at 
Dodger Stadium with the 
Padres. 

That gave Giants pitchers 
nine home runs this season, 
the most since hitting 10 in 
1934. The 1924 team also 
had nine. 

Peavy (7-6) became the 
fifth San Francisco pitcher 
to go deep this season, 
matching an MLB record. 
Everyone in the rotation 
with at least 16 starts aside 
from rookie Chris Heston 
has homered, and Madi¬ 
son Bumgarner has five. 

San Francisco remained 7 
1 /2 games behind NL West¬ 
leading Los Angeles and 
7 1/2 back of the Cubs for 
the second playoff wild 
card. 

CUBS 3, PIRATES 2, 12 IN¬ 
NINGS 

PITTSBURGH (AP) — Pinch- 
runner Quintin Berry raced 
home on Anthony Rizzo's 
sacrifice fly in the top of the 
12th inning, and Chicago 


slipped by Pittsburgh. 
Pittsburgh rallied to tie it 
in the eighth against Jake 
Arrieta, spoiling his bid to 
become the first 20-game 
winner in MLB this season. 
Arrieta allowed two runs, 
one earned, and six hits, 
but failed to pick up a win 
for the first time since Aug. 
4. 

Chris Denorfia singled off 
Vance Worley (4-6) to start 
the 12th, and was replaced 
by Berry, who advanced 
to second on a wild pitch 


and third on Austin Jack¬ 
son's single. Starling Marte 
tracked down Rizzo’s sink¬ 
ing liner to left field but had 
no shot at Berry. 

Hector Rondon (6-4) 
worked two innings to help 
Chicago pull within three 
games of the Pirates for 
the top spot in the National 
League playoff wild-card 
race. 

MARLINS 6, METS 0 

NEW YORK (AP) — Adam 
Conley slowed New York’s 
pursuit of the National 


League East title with a ca¬ 
reer-high seven innings for 
streaking Miami. 

Facing a makeshift lineup 
of all right-handers, Con¬ 
ley (4-1) allowed three hits 
and struck out six as Miami 
beat New York for a sec¬ 
ond straight night to secure 
its fifth straight series win 
— matching a franchise 
record set in 2003 for most 
consecutive series won in 
one season. 

Martin Prado and J.T. Real- 
muto homered off Bartolo 
Colon (14-12). 

New York’s lead over 
Washington was cut to 7 
1/2 games. 

NATIONALS 12, PHILLIES 2 

PHILADELPHIA (AP) — Jay¬ 
son Werth hit two homers, 
Bryce Harper also went 
deep and Gio Gonzalez 
tied his career high with 12 
strikeouts in Washington’s 
victory over Philadelphia. 
Werth and Harper each 
had four home runs in the 
three-game sweep that ex¬ 
tended the Nationals’ win¬ 
ning streak to four. Gonza¬ 
lez (11-7) allowed two runs 
on five hits with a pair of 
walks in seven innings. 

Darin Rut homered for Phil¬ 
adelphia. The Phillies have 
dropped seven of 10. 

Alec Asher (0-4) was 
tagged for four runs on sev¬ 
en hits in five innings. 
DODGERS 2, ROCKIES 0 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Alex 


Wood pitched one-hit ball 
for eight innings on only 78 
pitches and retired his last 
19 batters, leading Los An¬ 
geles past Colorado. 

Wood (10-11) struck out 
five and walked none in 
the game tha took just 2 
hours, 8 minutes. Kyle Park¬ 
er's clean two-out single 
to right-center field in the 
second was the only hit 
against the 24-year-old left¬ 
hander, whose only com¬ 
plete game in 64 MLB starts 
was on April 17, 2014, when 
he pitched eight innings 
in a 1-0 loss at Philadel¬ 
phia while with the Atlanta 
Braves. 

A.J. Ellis homered and rook¬ 
ie Corey Seager had an RBI 
single for the Dodgers, the 
winner of 17 of their last 22 
games. Jorge De La Rosa 
(9-7) went the distance, 
allowing six hits over eight 
innings with five strikeouts 
and a walk. 

CARDINALS 5, BREWERS 4 

MILWAUKEE (AP) — Tom¬ 
my Pham homered twice 
and tripled, Matt Carpen¬ 
ter added a solo shot and 
Jaime Garcia went 6 1-3 in¬ 
nings in St. Louis’ 5-4 victory 
over Milwaukee. 

Pham's two-run shots came 
in the second and the 
fourth off Wily Peralta (5-9). 
Carpenter led off the third 
with his 22nd home run and 
74th RBI of the season, both 
team highsO 


Mayweather 

Continued from page 17 


Showtime Sports executive 
vice president and general 
manager Stephen Espinoza 
said he did not plan to re¬ 
lease the results. Espinoza 
said his default position is 
not to release the figures 
and only does when there 
are other parties involved 
who ask that it be released. 
He would not speak in spe¬ 
cifics but agreed to talk to 
Yahoo Sports about the dif¬ 
ficulty in promoting the last 
fight of Mayweather's leg¬ 
endary career. 
Mayweather was coming 
off a heavily hyped May 2 
bout against Manny Pac- 
quiao that sold a record 4.6 
million PPV units and gener¬ 


ated a record of more than 
$400 million in PPV revenue. 
But there was widespread 
dissatisfaction with that 
fight and numerous lawsuits 
sprung up in the aftermath. 
“To a large extent, anything 
we did coming off of that 
massive May 2 event was 
going to feel like a bit of 
a letdown,” Espinoza told 
Yahoo Sports. “We didn’t 
have available a really 
compelling list of available 
opponents. 

There's been a lot of specu¬ 
lation about a lot of things, 
but when you got down to 
it, there wasn't really a long 
list of available guys and 
none of them were slam 
dunk established stories 
or really compelling story¬ 
lines.” 

View photo 


eonard Ellerbe, the CEO of 
Mayweather Promotions, 
said he had not heard a 
pay-per-view figure yet. He 
said no one expected May- 
weather-Berto to come 
close to Mayweather-Pac- 
quiao and said Mayweath¬ 
er has long since been es¬ 
tablished as the sport's big¬ 
gest pay-per-view draw. 
“At the end of the day, 
given what we've accom¬ 
plished, we're essentially 
competing against our¬ 
selves with this,” Ellerbe 
said. “There’s no one else 
at this level, so we're just 
competing against our¬ 
selves.” 

Cable systems tend to sell 
a bit more than 50 percent 
of the total sales of a show. 
The telephone companies 
generally account for eight 


percent or less. The satellite 
companies, DirecTV and 
Dish, make up the rest. 

Dish has a heavier Hispanic 
subscriber set so pay-per- 
view bouts featuring a His¬ 
panic fighter in the main 
event tend to do better on 
Dish than ones without. 

He said that despite the 
comparatively poor results 
of the Mayweather-Berto 
fight. Showtime was very 
pleased with its six-fight 
deal with Mayweather. He 
said he’d “do it again in a 
heartbeat." 

The live gate hasn’t offi¬ 
cially been announced, 
but Ellerbe told Yahoo 
Sports on Wednesday that 
it would be at least $10 
million. The announced at¬ 
tendance on Saturday was 
13,359, about 1,000 shy of 


a sell-out. Mayweather has 
the three largest gates in 
Nevada history and five of 
the top six, led by $72 mil¬ 
lion for the Pacquiao fight. 
His May 4, 2013, bout with 
Robert Guerrero had a live 
paid gate of $9.9 million. 
Mayweather was guar¬ 
anteed $32 million. Berto 
was guaranteed $4 million, 
though Showtime did not 
guarantee all of that mon¬ 
ey. 

Even if the fight sold on the 
upper end of what the pro¬ 
motion source estimated at 
550,000, that would gener¬ 
ate about $20.6 million for 
the promotion. At 550,000 
sales, that would do $41.2 
million in gross PPV sales. 
Half of that goes to the 
television distributors and 
half to the promotionO 
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Amazon dangles §50 tablet computer to hook more consumers 



In this Wednesday, Sept. 16, 2015, photo, Amazon's new $50 Fire tablet is displayed next to a six-pack of them and assorted 
colored cases in San Francisco. Amazon.com is introducing the $50 tablet computer in its latest attempt to boost its online store 
sales by luring consumers who can't afford more expensive Internet-connected devices made by Apple and other rivals. 

Associated Press 


MICHAEL LIEDTKE 
AP Technology Writer 
SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — 

Amazon is dangling a $50 
tablet computer in its latest 
attempt to lure consumers 
who can't afford or don’t 
want the more expensive 
Internet-connected de¬ 
vices made by Apple and 
other rivals. 

The 7-inch Fire tablet un¬ 
veiled Thursday marks 
Amazon's most aggressive 
attempt yet to undercut 
Apple, which has been the 
market leader since its first 
iPad went on sale five years 
ago. The least expensive 
iPad Mini, which has an 
8-inch screen, currently sells 
for $270. 

Amazon.com Inc. isn’t 
trying to persuade any¬ 
one that its cheap tablet 
matches the quality of its 
own sleeker, higher-priced 


Fire HD alternatives, let 
alone the top-selling iPad 
line. 

But the Seattle company is 
counting on the new tab¬ 
let's low price to encour¬ 
age more people to buy a 
device that will hook them 
on watching video, read¬ 
ing books, playing games 
and shopping on a com¬ 
puter that’s easy to carry 
wherever they go. 

In the process, Amazon is 
hoping consumers will buy 
more digital goods and 
merchandise from its store 
while also subscribing to its 
$100-per-year Prime service 
that offers a mix of videos, 
music and free shipping. 
“Our tablet focus is in and 
around content consump¬ 
tion,” said David Limp, Am¬ 
azon’s senior vice president 
of devices. 

As with its previous low- 


priced tablets, the new Fire 
device will show ads on its 
screen saver. Avoiding the 
ads will cost an additional 
$15. 

The discount tablet will de¬ 
but amid a slump in the sale 
of the devices. The down¬ 
turn suggests consumers 
who already own a tablet 
see little need to upgrade 
and those that don’t have 
one either aren’t interest¬ 
ing in the devices or can’t 
afford one. 

Apple’s iPad sales have 
been declining since 2013, 
spurring the company to 
take aim at selling more of 
its tablets to corporate cus¬ 
tomers and government 
agencies. Industrywide, 
worldwide sales of tablets 
are expected to fall 8 per¬ 
cent this year, according 
to the research firm Inter¬ 
national Data Corp. 


Amazon is hoping that the 
low price of the new tab¬ 
let will be so appealing 
that people will stock up 
on the devices and have 
them scattered around the 
house. 

As a prod, it plans to sell a 
six-pack of the 7-inch Fire 
tablets for the price of five, 
or $250. 

Although the new tablet is 
cheap. Limp boasted it is far 
superior to other discount 
tablets that are “something 
you wouldn’t want to give 
your worst enemy, let alone 
a family member or a kid.” 
Amazon is promising the 
discount tablet will have 
decent processing power, 
good color saturation and 
seven hours of baffery life. 
A more durable version de¬ 
signed for kids will come 
with a blue or pink bumper 
and a 2-year replacement 


warranty if if's broken for 
any reason. If will sell for 
$ 100 . 

Pre-orders for the tablet will 
begin Thursday, with ship¬ 
ments expected in two 
weeks. 

Amazon also unveiled up¬ 
dates to larger, more ex¬ 
pensive tablets and its de¬ 
vices for streaming Internet 
video to television sets as 
it gears up to battle Apple 
and other gadget makers 
for the flurry of electronics 
sales that typically accom¬ 
panies the holiday shop¬ 
ping season. 

Apple got the jump on 
Amazon last week when 
it showed off its latest 
iPhone, an iPad with a 12- 
inch screen and a long- 
delayed update of ifs TV- 
sfreaming box for Infernef 
video and music. 

Amazon tried to counter 
the iPhone’s popularity with 
its own smartphone last 
year, but it never caught 
on. The company no lon¬ 
ger sells its Fire phone, 
though it's still available in 
other online stores. 

Despite that the phone's 
flop. Limp insisted “there's 
a lot of good things hap¬ 
pening across (Amazon’s) 
device business.” 

The company’s holiday 
line-up includes a more 
durable 8-inch Fire HD 
tablet with faster process¬ 
ing speeds than last year's 
model that will sell at pric¬ 
es beginning at $150. An 
upgraded 10-inch Fire HD 
tablet will sell for $230, or 42 
percent less than the least 
expensive $400 iPad with a 
comparable display size. 
Amazon is adding a re¬ 
mote control with a voice- 
activated search option 
to its Fire stick for Internet 
video streaming. 

The streaming stick will sell 
for $50, up from $40 for 
lasf year's version wifhouf 
voice-recognifion technol¬ 
ogy. 

Amazon's Fire TV box will 
now be able stream ultra 
HD video with technolo¬ 
gy that is also supposed to 
deliver a better picture to 
screens with standard HD, 
too. It will sell for $100 com¬ 
pared with $150 for the 
new Apple TV box sched¬ 
uled to go on sale at the 
end of next month. □ 
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Wall Street ends lower as Fed keeps rates low 


KEN SWEET 
AP Business Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Stocks 
ended mostly lower after a 
volatile day as traders tried 


percent, to 1,990.20 and 
the Nasdaq composite in¬ 
dex rose 4.71 points, or 0.1 
percent, to 4,893.95. 

The Fed said that while 


bank actually raised rates 
was 2006. 

Ultra-low interest rates tend 
to help the stock market 
because they make bonds. 



Trader Gregory Rowe, left, and specialist Mario Picone work on the floor of the New York Stock 
Exchange, Thursday, Sept. 17, 2015. Stocks ended mostly lower after a volatile day as traders 
tried to figure out what was next for U.S. interest rates. 


to figure out what was next 
for U.S. interest rates. 

The bumpy trading Thurs¬ 
day came after the Fed¬ 
eral Reserve decided to 
keep interest rates low for 
now, citing weakness in the 
global economy and un¬ 
settled financial markets. 
Investors did make signifi¬ 
cant bets on U.S. Treasuries 
and, for a change, pre¬ 
cious metals. The U.S. dollar 
weakened against its ma¬ 
jor currency counterparts 
as the threat of higher in¬ 
terest rates abated. 

The Dow Jones industrial 
average lost 65.21 points, 
or 0.4 percent, to 16,674.74. 
The Standard & Poor's 500 
index fell 5.11 points, or 0.3 


the U.S. job market is solid, 
there are reasons to be 
concerned about global 
economic growth. Fed 
Chair Janet Yellen said a 
rate hike is still likely this 
year. The Fed meets again 
in October and Decem¬ 
ber. 

“The market got what it 
wanted,” said Alan Re- 
chtschaffen, a portfolio 
manager at UBS. “The mar¬ 
ket had a ‘rate rant’ last 
month and that scared the 
Fed.” 

Interest rates have been 
near zero since 2008, when 
the Fed drastically cut rates 
in response to the financial 
crisis and Great Recession. 
The last time the central 


(AP Photo/Richard Drew) 

CDs and other income- 
producing investments less 
appealing by comparison. 
They also make it inexpen¬ 
sive for companies to bor¬ 
row money to buy back 
their own shares, which 
also sends stock prices 
higher. 

On the other hand, the Fed 
has made it abundantly 
clear that the current pol¬ 
icy of super-low rates is an 
unusual measure intended 
to shore up the economy 
and will eventually be 
dismantled. Keeping it in 
place is a signal that the 
Fed believes the economy 
isn’t quite strong enough to 
withstand higher rates. For 
investors wondering when 


interest rate policy will be 
“normalized," that means 
more waiting. 

“They just need a little more 
time. The drumbeat is get¬ 
ting louder for them to ac¬ 
tually raise rates," said Tony 
Bedikian, head of global 
markets at Citizens Finan¬ 
cial Group. 

With interest rates not 
changing soon and infla¬ 
tion in check, investors 
bought up bonds. The yield 
on the U.S. 10-year Trea¬ 
sury note dropped to 2.19 
percent from 2.30 percent 
the day before, a large 
move. The two-year Trea¬ 
sury note, which would be 
more heavily impacted by 
higher short-term interest 
rates, had even an even 
more dramatic move, 
dropping to 0.68 percent 
from 0.80 percent. 

In precious metals markets, 
gold and silver saw signifi¬ 
cant buying in after-hours 
trading after the Fed re¬ 
leased its statement. Gold 
fell $2 to settle at $1,117 
an ounce in regular trad¬ 
ing but was up $12.80 to 
$1,131.80 an ounce later. 
Silver added 10 cents to 
settle at $14.98 an ounce, 
and gained another 25 
cents to $15.13 in extend¬ 
ed trading. Copper fin¬ 
ished unchanged at $2.45 
a pound in regular trading. 
It was up a penny in after- 
hours trading. 

Oil finished slightly lower 
after the Fed’s comments. 
U.S. crude fell 25 cents 
to $46.90 a barrel. Brent 
crude, a benchmark for 
many internafional oils im¬ 
ported by U.S. refineries, 
fell 67 cents to $49.08 a 
barrel.Q 


Perrigo urges rejection of Mylan takeover bid 


NEW YORK (AP) — Per¬ 
rigo urged shareholders 
to reject Mylan’s $27 bil¬ 
lion hostile takeover offer, 
saying it undervalues the 
company. 

On Tuesday, Mylan took 
its offer directly to Per- 
rigo's shareholders after it 
had been rejected by the 
company. The latest of¬ 
fer, initially proposed last 
week, would give share¬ 
holders $75 in cash and 2.3 


shares of Mylan N.V. stock 
for every Perrigo Co. share 
they hold. 

That’s a premium of about 
4 percent, based on Per- 
rigo's value just before the 
offer was announced. 
Dutch drugmaker Mylan 
wants to combine its 
prescription generic 

drug business with Irish 
drugmaker’sbusiness in 
over-the-counter products 
like vitamins, nutritional 


products and infant for¬ 
mula, and it has said the 
two companies would 
have about $15 billion in 
combined annual rev¬ 
enue. Mylan shareholders 
voted in favor of the ac¬ 
quisition last month and 
European Union regulators 
have cleared it. 

Mylan offered to buy Per¬ 
rigo for $205 per share in 
April and later increased its 
offer to $232.23 per share. 


or $34.1 billion. Perrigo said 
that cash-and-stock of¬ 
fer wasn’t worth as much 
as Mylan said. At the time 
Mylan's stock price was el¬ 
evated as an even larger 
generic drug company, 
Teva Pharmaceutical In¬ 
dustries Ltd., was trying to 
buy Mylan. Mylan fended 
off Teva, which decided 
to buy Allergan PLC’s ge¬ 
neric drug business for 
$40.5 billion insteadO 



STREET 

BRIEFS 

Saudi oil giant 
Aramco names 
new president 

JIDDAH, Saudi Arabia (AP) 

— Saudi Arabia’s state- 
run oil giant Aramco has 
named Amin Nasser its new 
president. The company 
announced the decision 
Thursday after the recently 
established Aramco Su¬ 
preme Council held its first 
meeting in the Red Sea city 
of Jiddah. The meeting was 
led by Deputy Crown Prince 
Mohammed bin Salman, 
who is also the country's 
defense minister. Nasser 
has been acting president 
and chief executive officer 
at Aramco since April, af¬ 
ter assuming the role from 
Khaled al-Falih, who was 
appointed as Aramco’s 
chairman and the country's 
health minister. Aramco is 
the world’s largest exporter 
of crude. The price of oil— 
the backbone of Saudi Ara¬ 
bia’s economy — has fallen 
by about half since mid- 
2014. Around 90 percent 
of the Saudi government's 
revenue comes from oil.Q 

SAP CEO doing 
better after eye 
lost in accident 

FRANKFURT, Germany (AP) 

— Bill McDermott, CEO 
of business software com¬ 
pany SAP SE, says he's re¬ 
covering after a serious 
accident that cost him his 
left eye. McDermott told 
Germany's Sueddeutsche 
Zeitung daily in an inter¬ 
view that he’ll be medically 
cleared to fly again in Octo¬ 
ber so he can return to the 
company’s headquarters in 
Walldorf, Germany. McDer¬ 
mott said he fell while carry¬ 
ing a glass of water down¬ 
stairs at night after a fam¬ 
ily gathering in the United 
States in July. He was injured 
by one of the glass shards 
and underwent surgery. He 
said he had remained pro¬ 
ductive between surgeries 
while in the United States 
and that his experience 
had inspired him to think 
about ways software could 
improve medical records 
and treatment. □□ 
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Wal-Mart says it will hire 60,000 holiday season workers 


NEW YORK (AP) —Wal-Mart 
says it will hire 60,000 em¬ 
ployees to meet increased 
shopping demand over 
the holiday season. 

The world's largest retailer 
said Thursday it will have 
more employees in stores 
and more registers open 
during peak hours, and it 
plans to add department 
managers at 3,500 stores. 
Wal-Mart says current em¬ 


ployees will have the first 
choice to pick up addi¬ 
tional hours. 

The Bentonville, Arkansas- 
based company also hired 
60,000 people for holiday 
season jobs last year, but 
says it has more employ¬ 
ees working more hours in 
its stores than it did in 2014. 
The company says most of 
its holiday-season employ¬ 
ees stayed with the com¬ 


pany after the holidays 
ended. 

Earlier this year Wal-Mart 
raised its minimum wage 
to $9 an hour from $7.25, 
giving a raise to about 
500,000 employees. Wal- 
Mart also said it would give 
employees more control 
over their schedules, im¬ 
prove training and give 
employees more oppor¬ 
tunities for advancement. 


The company hopes to 
improve its customer ser¬ 
vice with an eye toward 
encouraging shoppers to 
spend more. 

The company has about 
1.4 million workers in the 
U.S. as of Jan. 31. 

A spate of companies 
have disclosed their holi¬ 
day hiring plans this week, 
as Black Friday is about 
10 weeks away and com¬ 


panies are getting ready 
for the increase in busi¬ 
ness that comes with 
the busy shopping period. 
Retailers Kohl’s Corp. and 
Toys R Us and shipping 
companies FedEx Corp. 
and United Parcel Service 
Inc. all announced their 
plans in the last few days. 
Shares of Wal-Mart Stores 
Inc. added 1 cent to $64.70 
in afternoon trading.Q 


Europe’s Altice buying Cablevision as it expands in US 


The Cablevision pre-market price appears on a screen above the floor of the New York Stock 
Exchange, Thursday, Sept. 17, 2015. European telecommunications and cable company Altice 
has agreed to buy New York cable operator Cablevision for $17.7 billion, including debt. 

(AP Photo/Richard Drew) 


TALI ARBEL 
AP Business Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Euro¬ 
pean telecommunications 
and cable company Altice 
has agreed to buy New 
York cable operator Ca¬ 
blevision for $17.7 billion, in¬ 
cluding debt, as it pursues 


its aggressive expansion in 
the U.S. 

Altice announced the deal 
Thursday and Cablevision 
said the family-controlled 
company considered that 
“the time is right for new 
ownership of Cablevision.” 
The move is part of Nether¬ 


lands-based Altice's plan 
to broaden its business in 
the U.S. It bought Sudden- 
link, a smaller cable com¬ 
pany based in St. Louis, for 
$9.1 billion in May after try¬ 
ing to take over the much 
larger Time Warner Cable. 
Shares of Cablevision Sys¬ 


tems Corp. jumped $4.32, 
or 15.1 percent, to $32.86 
in late afternoon trading. 
Altice said the deal will be 
financed with $14.5 billion 
of debt at Cablevision plus 
cash from both compa¬ 
nies. Altice said it hopes 
to complete the deal in 
the first half of nexf year, 
though it remains subject 
to regulatory approval. 

U.S. cable companies 
have been in a merger 
frenzy over the past few 
years as people increas¬ 
ingly drop fheir TV packag¬ 
es and watch video online 
from compefitors like Neff- 
lix, while cable companies' 
cosfs for sports and other 
channels rise. 

Charter Communications, 
backed by cable pioneer 
John Malone, is trying to 
buy Time Warner Cable 
and Bright House for $67.1 
billion. That comes after 
Comcast walked away 
from a combination with 
Time Warner Cable be¬ 
cause of regulatory push- 
back. AT&T recently closed 
on a $48.5 billion purchase 
of safellife TV company Di¬ 


recTV. 

Alfice SA is controlled by 
founder and French bil¬ 
lionaire Patrick Drahi, who 
has a long track record 
of expanding business¬ 
es through aggressive ac¬ 
quisition campaigns. 

At a Goldman Sachs inves¬ 
tor conference in New York 
on Thursday, Drahi said 
fhere is room to improve 
overhead costs at Ca¬ 
blevision and complained 
the salaries are high at the 
company. He added he 
was committed to hav¬ 
ing a presence in the U.S. 
for fhe long term, and said 
European and U.S. compa¬ 
nies could learn from each 
other. The goal is “to bring 
the U.S. (average revenue 
per user) to Europe and Eu¬ 
rope’s cost structure to the 
U.S.,” he said. 

Drahi cut his teeth by set¬ 
ting up regional cable TV 
operators in France in the 
mid-1990s that he sold to 
big U.S. corporations. He 
then helped the same U.S. 
companies buy up smaller 
rivals in Europe before set¬ 
ting up Altice in 20020 



Cheaper oil lowers US current account deficit in 2nd quarter 


C. S. RUGABER 
AP Economics Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — 

Cheaper oil imports and 
greater U.S. exports low¬ 
ered the deficit in the 
broadest measure of U.S. 
trade in the April-June 
quarter. 

The Commerce Depart¬ 
ment said Thursday that 
the current account defi¬ 
cit shrank to $109.7 billion, 
down from $118.3 billion in 
the first quarter. The current 
account tracks not only 


trade in goods and ser¬ 
vices but also investment 
flows. 

Falling oil prices helped 
reduce the value of oil im¬ 
ports, lowering the trade 
deficit to $130 billion from 
$134.3 billion in the first 
quarter. Exports of goods 
and services increased to 
$564.7 billion from $561.7 
billion. 

The trade gap was a big 
drag on growth in the first 
three months of the year, 
when the economy barely 


expanded. But the smaller 
deficit in the second quar¬ 
ter contributed to a much 
faster expansion. 

The economy grew at a 
3.7 percent annual pace 
in the April-June quarter, 
after growth of just 0.6 
percent in the first three 
months of the year. 

But the improvement in 
the current account deficit 
may not last. U.S. exporters 
have seen their overseas 
sales struggle as econo¬ 
mies from Europe fo China 


have slowed. The strong 
dollar is another challenge. 
It has increased about 
14 percent in value in the 
past year compared with 
overseas currencies. That 
makes U.S. goods more ex¬ 
pensive overseas, and im¬ 
ports cheaper in the U.S. 
The Federal Reserve is 
keeping a close watch on 
slowing global growth as it 
finishes a two-day meeting 
Thursday. It may decide to 
raise the short-term inter¬ 
est rate it controls for the 


first time in nine years. But 
many analysts believe that 
global financial turmoil, 
spurred largely by weak¬ 
er growth in China, may 
cause them to hold off until 
a future meeting. 

U.S. investors and compa¬ 
nies also earned more on 
their foreign holdings in the 
second quarter, the gov¬ 
ernment said. The surplus 
on investment income rose 
to $50.6 billion in the sec¬ 
ond quarter from $49.7 bil¬ 
lion in fhe first. □ 
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MOM FOUND OUT 
X TOLD YOU FIRST. 


NOW SHE’S mad,eve\s 
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MAD,PAUL’S MAD... 


3 UMSTEAD, HAVE^ 
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CONTRACT YET?, 




Mother Goose & Grimm 


IMETW15 FORTUNE 
TELLER AT THE MALL. 
1 ASKED HER OUT 
FOR WNNERTDNIGHT. 




ONLV THING IS 
SHE HAS NO 
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AS BALD AS 
A BILLIARD 
BALL. 
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Conceptis Sudoku 
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Difficulty Level ★★★★ 9 ^ 18 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 Cry 

4 Didn’t feel well 

9 Hauls; tows 

13 Peron and 
Mendes 

15 Do the job of a 
chauffeur 

16 October’s 
birthstone 

17 Canvas shelter 

18 Is crazy about 

19 _ to; awake 
after sedation 

20 Poverty 

22 Recognized 

23 BBQ favorites 

24 _ de cologne 

26 Lofts 

29 Sweat 

34 Hopscotch grid 
drawer’s need 

35 Leaves 
suddenly 

36 Pres. Arthur’s 
monogram 

37 Give a job to 

38 _ down; diets 
successfully 

39 Actress _-Na 
Wen 

40 Conclusion 

41 Frijoles 

42 Pig out 

43 Illuminating 
roof feature 

45 Very small 
measuring cup 

46 _ Kippur 

47 One’s equal 

48 Grassy area 

51 Humiliate 

56 Wild goat 

57 Lunchtimes 

58 Ballerina’s skirt 

60 Escape 

61 Exchange 

62 Australian birds 
that cannot fly 

63 Mack & Turner 

64 Wander off 

65 “Cat _ Hot Tin 
Roof” 

DOWN 

1 _ up; arrange 

2 Baker’s need 

3 Cause of woe 


4 Speaks without 
preparation 

5 Actor Jeremy 

6 _ it up; have a 
ball 

7 12/24 & 12/31 

8 Meal courses 

9 Put in jail 

10 “Once _ a 
time...” 

11 Chess or poker 

12 Murdered 
14 Germfree 

21 Actor Van Dyke 

25 Long-eared 
animal 

26 _ for; 
sympathizes 
with 

27 Use the brain 

28 Late for school 

29 _ out; indicate 

30 Lawn trees 

31 Cake topping 

32 “Home on the 

33 Enthusiastic 
35 Boring 

38 Portions 


39 Move to 
another region 

41 Brief life sketch 

42 Coffin platform 

44 Wildcats 

45 Hoboken, New 

47 Bamboo eater 

48 Raise 


49 Qualified 

50 Garden intruder 

52 Comedian Sahl 

53 Wild hog 

54 Japanese 
wrestling form 

55 Astonish 

59 Nation founded 
in 1776: abbr. 
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Study: 

Type 2 diabetes pill Jardiance cuts risk of death 


Classifieds 



This product image provided 
by Boehringer Ingelheim 
Pharmaceuticals shows 
bottles of Jardiance, a daily 
pill for Type 2 diabetes. 

(BIP via AP) 

LINDA A. JOHNSON 
AP Business Writer 
TRENTON, N.J. (AP) — Jard¬ 
iance sharply reduced 
chances of dying in dia¬ 
betic patients at high risk 
of heart complications, a 
study shows, making the 
Type 2 diabetes medi¬ 
cation the first shown to 
lengthen diabetics’ lives. 
The study found Jardiance 
reduced deaths from 
heart complications by 
38 percent, deaths from 
any cause by 32 percent 
and hospitalizations due to 
chronic heart failure by 35 
percent. Heart complica¬ 
tions prematurely kill many 
of the estimated 387 mil¬ 
lion diabetics worldwide, 
so doctors in recent years 
have moved from trying 
to reduce patients’ blood 
sugar to trying to prevent 
cardiovascular complica¬ 
tions. The results were par¬ 
ticularly striking because 
nearly four-fifths of the par¬ 
ticipants were already tak¬ 
ing standard medicines to 
control blood sugar, blood 
pressure and cholesterol, 
plus taking either Jard¬ 
iance or a dummy pill. 

Wall Street was impressed, 
driving shares of drugmak- 
er Eli Lilly and Co. up 6.6 
percent to $89.98. Earlier 
the stock traded at $92.85, 
its highest point in nearly 
15 years. Lilly and German 
partner Boehringer Ingel¬ 
heim Pharmaceuticals Inc. 


TIMESHARE FOR SALE 
Divi Phoenix 

Elegant five star property wk $4 
pool side. Unit 107 Aug. 22 
$3500, 2nd wk 36 one bdr 1 
bath, 9/5 starts $4100 2nd wk 
37 Studio 9/12 start $3200 rm 
504 king bed, queen, sofa 
email: rmwjmw@aol.com 
508-651-0016 
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funded the study, which 
included 7,020 patients 
in 42 countries followed 
for about three years, on 
average. Last month, the 
drugmakers announced 
their study showed car¬ 
diovascular deaths were 
lower in participants tak¬ 
ing Jardiance than those 
given a dummy pill, in ad¬ 
dition to standard heart 
and diabetes drugs. 
Detailed results were re¬ 
leased Thursday, simul¬ 
taneously at a European 
medical conference and 
in the New England Jour¬ 
nal of Medicine. “Patients 
who took this drug had 
basically a 1 -in-3 chance 
of avoiding death,” said 
Dr. Silvio Inzucchi, director 
of the Yale Diabetes Cen¬ 
ter and a professor at Yale 
School of Medicine. He 
was part of the committee 
overseeing the study. 
Given the savings from 
averting costly hospital¬ 
izations, Jardiance should 
appeal to insurers as well 
as doctors and patients, 
even with a wholesale 


price of $343 per month 
— among the most ex¬ 
pensive for diabetes 
medicines. Heart attacks, 
strokes and other car¬ 
diovascular damage kill 
about half of Type 2 dia¬ 
betes patients, as excess 
sugar in their blood steadi¬ 
ly damages the heart and 
blood vessels, along with 
other organs. 

For those at high risk of 
heart complications — 
people who've already 
had a heart attack or 
stroke, have blocked ar¬ 
teries or suffer chronic 
heart pain — diabetes 
and heart disease togeth¬ 
er on average shorten life 
expectancy by 12 years 
from age 60, according 
to a five-decade British 
study that included about 
690,000 peopleThe Jard¬ 
iance study, called EMPA- 
REG, found the drug re¬ 
duced by 14 percent the 
combined number of non- 
fatal heart attacks, nonfa- 
tal strokes and deaths due 
to heart complications in 
study participants. □ 


TIMESHARE FOR SALE 
RENAISSANCE 


Week 

room 

price 

26 

507 

$3,500 

26 

543 

$5,300 

40 

105 

$5000 

48/49 

119 

$4,500 

23 

343 

$3,000 

35 

314 

$4,000 

30 

515 

$4,900 

30 

311 

$5,000 

23 

343 

$4,500 

27 

103 

$4,000 

29 

134 

$4,500 

20&21 

347 

$4,500 

27 

341 

$4,000 


Contact Brian Cell: 593-0200 
vr.realty@mac.com 

203548 

FOR SALE 

Luxurious House with pool 

Great location 3 bedroom 
2 bathrooms, garage, pool with 
jacuzzi, large porch, 650 m2 
property land, 200m2 build-up, 
fully fenced. 
www.cavamusica.com 

US$420,000 
Call 592-7002 

204071 


FOR SALE 

HOUSE ESMERALDA 109 

700 mts2 3 bedr, 3 baths, 
kitchen. Living room, dinning 
room, marmol floor by owner. 
$360,000 

Call Luz Mery 600-5393 

204074 


TIMESHARE FOR SALE 
Divi Phoenix 

week 37 Studio 
ocean view $4,000 
Divi Phoenix 
week 38 Studio 
ocean view $4,000 
Divi Golf & Beach Resort 
week 11 1 bedroom, 2 bath 
$7,500 

ritchey5652@comcast.net 

_204090 

TIMESHARE 
FOR SALE/RENT 
Divi Golf and Beach 

week 40, oct. 3 start Eagle 3 
ground floor unit 4106.2 baths, 
lock off master b/r, granite 
kitchen, gated, elegant 
furnishing, washer/ dryer, steps 
to affinity pool and bar sleeps 4 
sale $4850 

(equity value $11500) rent $925 
email: rmwimw@aol.com 
508-651-0016 

207000 

stMp 

Violence Atjjtin-r.f vVorniMi 



All Fully Furnished w/Kitchen, Airco, Cable Tv, FREE WIFI (in and outside rooms). 
Swimming Pool, Gym, Library, Laundry Room & BBQ Sets. Less than 1 mile from 
Eagle Beach & 4 Large Supermarkets. Feel Free to contact or visit us. Mon-Fri: 
8am - 7pm. Sat & Sun: 9am - 5pm. Worldwide calls: (297)-582-0697 
Calls from USA & Canada: 1-888-415-1095 (toll free) 

Calls from The Nederlands: 085-009-0218 (toll free) 
Schotlandstraat 70, Oranjestad, Aruba 
Email: qualitv@setarnet.aw 
Website: www.arubaqualityapartments.com 


T#DAY 


B#N D|A 


How to i^ach us! 



DOCTOR 

C ON DUTY 

Oranjestad 

Dr. Angela 

Tel. 583-9669 


EMERGENCIA 



POLICE 100 


ORANJESTAD 527-3140 

NOORD 527-3200 

STA. CRUZ 527-2900 

SAN NICOLAS 584-5000 
POLICE TIPLINE 11141 

FIRE DEPT. 115 

FIRE DEPT. 582-1108 

HOSPITAL 527-4000 

DENTAL CLINIC 587-9850 

AMBULANCE 582-1234 

CENTRO MEDICO 523-8833 


PHARAAACY 

Oranjestad: Paradera Tel: 588-6638 
San Nicolas: San Lucas Tel: 584-5119 


INFORMATION 
TAXI-TAS 
PROF. TAXI 
TAXI D.T.S. 
SERVICE ARUBA 


118 

587- 5900 

588- 0035 
587-2300 
583-3232 


CRUISESHIP 

^^3eptember 19 
Freewinds 


Aruba Aiport 

524-2424 

American Airline 

582-2700 

Avianca 

588-0059 

Aruba Airlines 

583-8300 

Jet Blue 

588-2244 

Surinam 

582-7896 

Tiara Air 

588-4272 

Venezolana 

583-7674 


Aruba Foundation 

For those Visually Incapasitated 

Tel: 582-5051 


FUNDACION 

Anti-Droga 

Aruba 

(FADA) Te_h 583-2999_ 

FUNDACION 
Respetami 
Teh_5_82-4433 _ 

Centro Diabetic Arubano 
Tel: 524-8888 

Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel: 583-8989 

QUOTA Club 

Tel: 525-2672 

Women in Difficulties 
Foundation 
Tel: 583-5400 

Bloodbank Aruba 
Tel: 587-0002 
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Report: Orbital faces risks in resuming space station runs 



In this Tuesday, Oct. 28, 2014 file photo, an unmanned Orbital Sciences Corp.’s Antares rocket 
headed for the International Space Station lifts off from the Wallops Flight Facility on Wallops Is¬ 
land, Va. shortly before exploding. 

Associated Press 


MARCIA DUNN 
AP Aerospace Writer 
CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. (AP) 

— One of NASA's two com¬ 
mercial suppliers. Virginia- 
based Orbital, faces an up¬ 
hill struggle in resuming de¬ 
liveries to the International 
Space Station, according 
to a government report is¬ 
sued Thursday. 

The space agency’s in¬ 
spector general office said 
the company’s upcoming 
flight plan contains signifi¬ 
cant risks, as its attempts to 
recover from last October’s 
launch explosion. Orbital's 
Antares rocket failed sec¬ 
onds after liftoff from Vir¬ 
ginia, destroying the space 
station goods and damag¬ 
ing the launch complex. It 
was Orbital’s fourth supply 
mission, including a 2013 
test flight. 

Orbital remains grounded, 
as does SpaceX, NASA's 
other commercial shipper, 
following a failed launch 
from Cape Canaveral in 
June. It was the California- 
based SpaceX’s eighth 
shipment for NASA. Russia 
and Japan also send up 
supplies. 

Orbital is working to get 
cargo to the space station 
as early as December by 
putting it on another com¬ 
pany’s rocket in Cape Ca¬ 
naveral. At the same time. 
Orbital — which merged 


with ATK earlier this year — 
hopes to resume Antares 
flights from Virginia next 
year with new engines. 
According to the report, 
it may be difficult to meet 
those goals. But Orbital 
spokesman Barron Beneski 
said the company is right 
on schedule for the launch¬ 
es. The company is con¬ 
fident of its path forward, 
he said, and working with 
NASA to fulfill its contract. 
The report voiced concern 
about the fact that Or¬ 
bital’s Cygnus capsule has 


never flown before on Unit¬ 
ed Launch Alliance’s Atlas 
V rocket, the kind that will 
be used in December and 
again in March to launch 
space station supplies. In 
addition, the report noted 
the tight schedule for out¬ 
fitting the Antares with new 
engines; the company 
hopes to resume Antares 
launches in mid-2016. 

Both the old engines — be¬ 
lieved to be the source of 
the accident — and new 
engines for the Antares are 
Russian made. 


Beneski pointed out that 
Orbital has deep experi¬ 
ence in putting its satel¬ 
lites on a variety of rockets. 
“Not like we haven’t done 
it before. We have,” he told 
The Associated Press. 
NASA's original $1.9 bil¬ 
lion contract with what 
was then Orbital Scienc¬ 
es Corp. called for eight 
supply runs. Because of 
the accident, only seven 
will be carried out. But the 
same amount of cargo will 
be delivered, Beneski said, 
because of the expanded 


room on the Cygnus and 
the heavier lift capabilities 
of the Atlas and upgraded 
Antares rockets. 

Inspector General Paul 
Martin said in the 46-page 
report that NASA did not 
take advantage of con¬ 
tract provisions to reduce 
its costs of up to $84 million. 
Also, NASA had to pay $5 
million to help fund repairs 
of damaged property at 
the Wallops Island launch 
site, according to the re¬ 
port. 

“NASA missed opportunities 
to seek lower prices from 
Orbital ... and we ques¬ 
tion the value” of NASA’s 
agreement to accept one 
less resupply mission under 
the contract, the report 
stated. 

The report also criticized 
Orbital's investigation into 
the October accident, say¬ 
ing it lacked the indepen¬ 
dence typically required of 
NASA mishap boards. The 
investigation report has not 
yet been released. 

NASA’s associate adminis¬ 
trator for human explora¬ 
tion and operations, William 
Gerstenmaier, concurred 
with six of the inspector 
general's seven findings. 
The lone standout was one 
involving insurance at Wal¬ 
lops; Gerstenmaier said the 
correct procedures were 
followed. □ 


Earth’s record streak of record 
heat keeps on sizzling 


SETH BORENSTEIN 
AP Science Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — 

Earth's record-breaking 
heat is sounding an awful 
lot like a broken record. 

The National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administra¬ 
tion announced Thursday 
that August, this past sum¬ 
mer and the first eight 


months of 2015 all smashed 
global records for heat. 
That's the fifth straight re¬ 
cord hot season in a row 
and the fourth consecutive 
record hot month. Meteo¬ 
rologists say 2015 is a near 
certainty to eclipse 2014 as 
the hottest year on record. 
Since 2000, Earth has bro¬ 
ken monthly heat records 


30 times and seasonal heat 
records 11 times. Scientists 
blame a combination of 
human-caused climate 
change and natural El 
Nino. 

Earth broke the August re¬ 
cord by a sixth of a degree 
and the summer record by 
a fifth of a degree. Records 
go back to 1880.Q 



In this Aug. 17, 2015 file photo, a child plays in the sprinklers 
of Seward park in New York as temperatures are expected to 
reach into the 90s in the New York metro area. 

Associated Press 
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Celebrities becoming the 
new media moguls 



LEFT: In this Nov. 23, 2014 file photo, Kendall Jenner, left, and 
Kylie Jenner arrive at the 42nd annual American Music Awards 
in Los Angeles. RIGHT: In this May 15, 2014 file photo, Khloe Kar- 
dashian, left, and Kim Kardashian arrive at the NBCUniversal 
Cable Entertainment 2014 Upfront in New York. 

Associated Press 


CNN gets 22.9 
million viewers 
for GOP debate 



Republican presidential candidates, former Florida Gov. Jeb 
Bush, right, and Donald Trump both speak during the CNN Re¬ 
publican presidential debate at the Ronald Reagan Presidential 
Library and Museum on Wednesday, Sept. 16, 2015, in Simi Val¬ 
ley, Calif. 

Associated Press 


DAVID BAUDER 
AP Television Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Oreo by 
double-stuffed Oreo, Khloe 
Kardashian fills a glass jar in 
her kitchen with dozens of 
cookies carefully arranged 
in a pattern. It's a chore 
she does once a month to 
keep the goodies fresh. 

For a subscription fee 
of $2.99 a month, now 
there’s an app that lets 
you watch. Khloe and her 
much-exposed sisters this 
week launched new apps 
and websites designed to 
give fans a further peek 
into their lives — and fatten 
their bank accounts in the 
process. 

It’s the latest example 
of celebrities involved in 
creating their own media 
outlets, diverse projects 
that go beyond connect¬ 
ing with fans on Instagram 
or Twitter. Celebrities like 
Ashton Kutcher, Gwyneth 
Paltrow and Derek Jeter 
have found them solid in¬ 
vestments that give them 
tighter control over their 
images. 

“It can be a good busi¬ 
ness,” said Ken Doctor, 
founder of Newsonomics, 
a company that tracks 
digital development. “It 
can be a big business." 

—Paltrow’s Goop website 
was launched in 2008. It 
has established itself as a 
digital player in the lifestyle 
area, offering shopping 
opportunities, trend stories 
and recipes. This week on 
the site people can read 
a Q&A with an expert on 
ear piercing, discover ro¬ 
mantic sites for proposals 
and learn about compost¬ 
ing. The site recommends 
products and helps you 
shop for them. Users can 
also sign up for an email 
from Paltrow, delivered ev¬ 
ery Thursday. 

—Kutcher and two partners 
launched the site A Plus 
last year and raised more 
than $3 million in funding in 
less than a year, according 
to Business Insider. It’s a cu¬ 
rated news site of “positive 
journalism" reflecting the 
interests of the actor, who 
was renowned in the early 


days of Twitter for all of his 
followers. On Wednesday, 
the site featured stories 
on a philanthropist who is 
funding math and science 
teachers in New York City 
and twin brothers from Po¬ 
land reunited after 70 years 
apart. 

—Legendarily private 

baseball star Jeter seemed 
the least likely person to 
start a media outlet after 
his retirement, but The Play¬ 
ers’ Tribune is in character. 
The site cuts out reporters 
to offer athletes the op¬ 
portunity to address fans 
directly. 

New York Mets pitcher 
Matt Harvey took to Play¬ 
ers' Tribune this month to 
address a controversy over 
how many innings he will 
pitch this season, his first af¬ 
ter major arm surgery. 

—Actress Lena Dunham is 
promising to start a news¬ 
letter, Lenny, this fall with 
Jenni Konner, a writer who 
works with her on the HBO 
series “Girls.” The Lenny 
website said “there's no 
such thing as too much in¬ 
formation” and said it will 
feature talk on feminism, 
style, health and relation¬ 
ships. In a preview, Konner 
writes about her mother 
getting an abortion. 

—Jay Z curates Life + 
Times, an arts and culture 
website. Click on its home 
page Wednesday and 
you'll find articles on the DJ 
Rathchett Traxxx and the 


Web series “Money & Vio¬ 
lence,” and a link to Jay Z’s 
video for “Glory.” 

Smart celebrities noticed 
when Arianna Huffington, 
a public figure but not very 
well known, started The 
Huffington Post in 2005 and 
saw it take off. Doctor said. 
Smarter celebrities noticed 
when AOL Inc. bought the 
site for $315 million in 2011. 
Media investors have ex¬ 
pressed interest in celeb¬ 
rity projects, which means 
more are probably on the 
way, Doctor saidO 


NEW YORK (AP) — An esti¬ 
mated 22.9 million people 
tuned in for Wednesday’s 
second presidential prima¬ 
ry debate on CNN. 

The Nielsen company said 
the viewership fell short 
of Fox News Channel's 24 
million for the first debate 
in August, but it still rep¬ 
resented the largest au¬ 
dience in CNN’s 35-year 
history. The previous high 
was the 16.8 million people 
who watched a “Larry King 
Live” episode in 1993 with 


Vice President Al Gore and 
Ross Perot. 

The first two GOP debates 
have set new standards for 
interest in these contests. 
GOP frontrunner Donald 
Trump, suggesting he is the 
main factor in the ratings, 
said CNN donate adver¬ 
tising revenue to veterans 
group — a proposal the 
network never responded 
to. 

With interest high, the CNN 
debate stretched to three 
hoursO 


Song by Tejano star Selena 
released 20 years after her death 



CORPUS CHRISTI, Texas (AP) — A new song by Te¬ 
jano star Selena has been released two decades 
after she was killed by her fan club president. 

Selena’s father, Abraham Quintanilla (keen-tah- 
NEE'-yah), says he found a recording of fhe song, 
“Oh No (I'll Never Fall in Love Again),” a few 
weeks ago. 

Selena sang a verse a cappella during a radio 
interview, which was later posted on YouTube. 
Quintanilla says fans have been asking for a re¬ 
cording of the song to be released. 

The tune was being arranged before Selena 

Quintanilla-Perez was fa¬ 
tally shot in Corpus Christi, 
Texas, in March 1995. Her 
fan club president was 
convicted in the killing and 
sentenced to life in prison. 
Quintanilla released the 
song on his production 
company's online station, 
Selena Q Radio.Q 


In this Nov. 14, 

1994 file photo 
Selena Quintanil¬ 
la-Perez performs 
during a concert 
in Corpus Christi, 
Texas. 

Associated Press 
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‘The Muppets’ return to TV; Miss Piggy swans, Kermit suffers 


In this image released by ABC, Kermit the Frog, left, and Gonzo the Great appear in a scene 
from “The Muppets,” premiering Sept. 22. 

Associated Press 


LYNN ELBER 
AP Television Writer 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — It took 
a decade for Bill Prady to 
bring his dream of a moc- 
kumentary-style sitcom 
peopled by Muppets to 
television. 

When Muppets owner Walt 
Disney Co. finally agreed 
this year, Prady quickly 
encountered his next key 
constituency: the pup¬ 
pets' adoring fans, whose 
congratulations to the pro¬ 
ducer came with a stern 
warning. 

“'Listen, these were a very 
important part of my child¬ 
hood, and if you do any¬ 
thing to screw it up we’ll 
never forgive you,’” Prady 
recalled being admon¬ 
ished by everyone from his 
sister to strangers. “’We're 
going to be watching. Best 
of luck!”’ 

The moment of truth arrives 
at 8 p.m. EDT Tuesday with 
the debut of ABC's “The 
Muppets” starring Kermit, 
Gonzo, Fozzie Bear, Animal 
and the ever-fabulous Miss 

Piggy- 

She’s the host of a talk 
show produced by on- 
again, off-now boyfriend 
Kermit with a staff that sets 
its own standard of profes¬ 
sionalism. Despite that, “Up 


KIM CURTIS 
Associated Press 

To call Katherine Howe's 
latest novel a ghost story 
would be an unfair over¬ 
simplification. Yes, there’s a 
ghost. And, yes, it’s a can't- 
put-down story. But it's 
much more than a young 
adult novel. 

Any discerning reader will 
be mesmerized by the 
story of 19-year-old Wes, 
a budding documentary 
filmmaker from Wisconsin 
who is in New York City for 
a summer program at NYU. 
“The Appearance of An¬ 
nie van Sinderen” begins 
stereotypically at a seance 
that Wes’ friend and fellow 
summer student, Tyler, is 
filming. A beautiful young 


Late With Miss Piggy” at¬ 
tracts guests that include 
Josh Groban, Laurence 
Fishburne and Reese With¬ 
erspoon and has caught 
the eye of a documentary 
film crew. 

They've got plenty to cov¬ 
er: star tantrums (Piggy, of 
course), office romances 
(Kermif and an ABC mar¬ 
keting executive, Denise, 
who happens to be a pig; 
he likes pigs, the frog con¬ 
cedes) and the Muppets’ 


woman wearing a dress 
with a satin bow is blocking 
Tyler's shot. 

Wes sees her first through 
the lens of his camera. “I 
inhale once, sharply, the 
way I do when jumping into 
the lake by my parents’ 
house for the first time at 
the beginning of the sum¬ 
mer, when the water hits 
me so hard and cold that it 
makes my heart stop.” 

So it begins. 

The city is one of the nov¬ 
el’s main characters and 
Howe brilliantly stitches 
together the Manhattan 
of today with the Manhat¬ 
tan of 1825. She covers 
the same ground, seeing 
the city then and now. She 
captures the slang and 


off-set lives (Fozzie meets 
his human girlfriend's par¬ 
ents and encounters bla¬ 
tant species-ism). 

The show aims for humor 
fhat can be appreciated 
on both adult and kid lev¬ 
els, its producers say, with a 
gentle reminder that these 
Muppets, save for Kermit, 
never mixed with their tam¬ 
er “Sesame Street” rela¬ 
tives that include Cookie 
Monster and Elmo. 

The jokes aimed at grown¬ 



This photo provided by 
Penguin/Putnam shows 
the cover of the book, 

“The Appearance of Annie 
Van Sinderen,” by author 
Katherine Howe. 

Associated Press 

speaking styles of Wes and 
his friends as well as the 
16-year-old Annie, a girl 
of a different age who’s 
forbidden from going out 
alone and is preparing for 
her inevitable marriage. 
Wes and his friends are 
smart, realistically flawed, 
clever and quirky. Q 


ups likely will go over a 
child’s head. Example: 
When the staff gathers for 
a meeting, house band 
member Zoot jumps up 
and introduces himself in 
apparent accordance 
with rehab protocol. No, 
he’s told, it’s not THAT kind 
of meeting. 

“The Muppets” is the 
crew’s first regular prime¬ 
time TV gig since the short¬ 
lived “Muppets Tonight” 
aired in 1998, and it comes 
more than three decades 
after the 1976-81 success 
of “The Muppet Show." 

The puppets haven’t been 
idle, of course, making TV 
movies and specials — in¬ 
cluding one with Lady 
Gaga — and big-screen 
hits “The Muppets” (2011) 
and “Muppets Most Want¬ 
ed” (2014). 

But Prady said he wanted 
to see the Muppets in a 
more authentic light and 
figured he had the creden¬ 
tials for the job: He started 
as a TV writer with Henson, 
the brilliant Muppets cre¬ 
ator who was 53 when he 
died in 1990. 

“Characters over time, 
without the boldness of 
the person who set them 
in motion, soften,” Prady 
said. “It's a natural thing 
and it comes from the best 
place, which is that these 
are beloved characters, 
let's protect them." 

“But the Muppets, if you 
go back to ‘The Muppet 
Show,’ they were sarcas¬ 
tic, they were snarky, they 


Review: ‘Annie van 
Sinderen’ is a can’t- 
put-down story 



commented on the world 
around them,” he said. 
Prady saw the rise of mock- 
documentaries, among 
them “The Office,” as a 
way to achieve a Mup¬ 
pets renaissance. Henson 
put Kermit and pals to work 
on a variety show in “The 
Muppet Show” because 
the genre was a 1970s TV 
staple; why shouldn't a 
mockumentary be another 
ideal vehicle? 

When he brought the idea 
to Disney about 10 years 
ago they didn’t share his 
enthusiasm for their newly 
purchased brand. 

He tried again, failed, then 
found a distraction: co¬ 
creating and producing 
(with Chuck Lorre) CBS' hit 
“The Big Bang Theory." 

It was a nudge from vet¬ 
eran Muppets performer 
and series producer Bill Bar- 
retta that sent Prady back 
to Disney a third time, and 
this time he scored. 

“Part of knowing this would 
work is in the characters 
themselves, 

because this in a way was 
what they were built for, 
fo fry fo be real and in the 
real world,” said Prady, 
who developed the show 
with co-creator Bob Kushell 
(“The Simpsons,” "Anger 
Management”). Randall 
Einhorn is the director and 
a producer. 

Prady rejects the idea 
that the mockumentary 
concept he long nurtured 
could be stale, instead 
arguing that it's become 
entrenched as the sitcom 
form of today. 

Whatever the vehicle, the 
Muppets shine under the 
stewardship of performers 
who typically handle sev¬ 
eral puppets. 

They include Barretta (the 
Swedish Chef, Rowlf); 
Steve Whitmire (Kermit, 
Rizzo); Eric Jaconson (Miss 
Piggy, Fozzie); Dave Goelz 
(Gonzo, Zoot); David Rud- 
man (Scooter, Janice) and 
Matt Vogel (Sgt. Floyd Pep¬ 
per). 

“It's the richest world of 
characters I’ve ever been 
a part of, other than may¬ 
be when I was writing for 
‘The Simpsons' back in their 
fourth, fifth, six seasons," 
said Kushell. “That was an 
expansive, exciting world 
of characters. 















THE WAVE REIMAGINED 
UNDENIABLY EBEL. 


The new EBEL Wave, 
shown in 18K yellow gold 
& two-toned stainless steel 
hers with diamonds. 

The collection, intelligently 
priced from $1,500. 


EBEL.COM 
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MICHELE 



Shiva's 


L.G. Smith Blvd. #94 
Royal Plaza Mall, Oranjestad, Aruba 
Tel: (297) 583-4077 - Fax: (297) 582-6791 
E-mail: shivasaruba@setarnet.aw - www.shivas-trident.com 


(2 Locations) LG - Smith Blvd - #95 

Palm Beach Plaza Mall, Palm Beach, Aruba 
Tel: (297) 583-4077 - Fax: (297) 582-6791 
E-mail: shivasaruba@setarnet.aw - www.shivas-trident.com 











































